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Inside Out Sermon Series 
April 30 and May 7 

On April 30 and May 7 our 2nd Annual Service Fair will be 
held in the Commons allowing you many ways to get     
involved at Bethlehem.  Or, you can practice the outward 
focus identified in ñAutopsy of a Deceased Churchò sharing 
the love of Christ by volunteering with one of our external 
partner ministries.  
 

Also on these dates, the Parish Planning Council will be 
hosting Table Talks to hear your feedback on the book at 
either 9:15am or 10:30am in Nees Hall.  Please join them 
and share your thoughts! 
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Compassion Sundayð
May 7, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bethlehem is participating in Compassion Sunday 
on May 7 in the Commons.  This is a national 
event that helps us grow in our understanding of 
Godôs very special love for the poor.  Itôs also an            
opportunity for each of us to intervene in the life 
of at least one child in poverty.   

Sponsoring a child through Compassion Intôl       
provides educational, social and health benefits 
through a local church in the community where 
the child lives.  Your sponsored child will also 
learn the love of Jesus. 

You have the power to change the story for a 
child living in poverty and help a child feel loved, 
valued and cared for.  Help break the cycle of 
poverty and give a child hope for a future.  It can 
begin with you. 

Visit Bob & Barb Jones at the Compassion Table 
in the Commons on Sunday, May 7, to learn how 
you can make a difference. 

Saturday, May 20, 2017 

9am-4pm 

Extreme Community Makeover coordinates     
volunteer teams to partner with underserved  
people to improve their own homes and 
neighborhoods. These projects build safer       
environments; cultivate community among     
residents, neighborhoods, and networks of local 
resource providers; and connect residents to a 
permanent path towards healthy, hopeful, and 
stable lives.  
 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church & School is proud to 
partner with this program in a continuing effort to 
love on our community in Lakewood and the 
greater Denver area.  Our next community event 

is the West Colfax Association of Neighbors 
Event from 9AM-4PM on May 20th, 2017.  
 

Extreme Community Makeover cannot provide 
the excellent level of help and care for our     
communities without the incredible efforts of    
volunteers and donors. Please visit our website 
at www.bethlehemdenver.com/ecm to register to 
volunteer or make a donation to support the 
events of each team as they makeover the    
community. 
 

For more information, please contact Keith or 
Renee Sprincz at keith@askkeithsprincz.com or 
303.517.6322. 

============================================================================================================ 
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This year, the Miracle Workers Coalition is 
pleased to announce that we are once again 
partnering with Habitat for Humanity of Metro 
Denver to co-sponsor a house in the College 
View area of Denver (around 2600 S. Decatur 
St.).  We will be building a  
single family, two-story house, 
beginning around June 8. 

Our partner family is Bouchra 
and Mohammed and their 
four sons, who are between 
the ages of 7 and 20.  Both 
parents work full-time in the 
hotel industry.  They currently 
live in an overcrowded   
apartment, fitting their family of six into just two      
bedrooms, because it is what they can afford.  In 
partnering with Habitat for Humanity, the Miracle 
Workers will be building a four-bedroom home 
with an affordable mortgage, helping to bring  
stability as well as safety and comfort to this  
family of six. 

This year, Bethlehemôs financial commitment/
goal to Habitat is $5,000.  Please consider a  
generous, tax deductible, donation toward our 
efforts.  You may make a donation through your 
regular offering, by check, (please note: Miracle 

Workers on the memo line); 
or by cash, please mark your 
envelope for Miracle      
Workers.  You may also    
donate by credit card on our 
web site at www.miracle 
workersbuild.com, and follow 
the links to donate. 

More information regarding 

the actual build dates will be 

announced soon. If you have any questions, 

please contact Randy and Sherri Wells at 

303.238.5869 or emiliejay@comcast.net. 

Miracle Workers Build Starts June 8 by Sherri Wells 

============================================================================================================ 

Bethlehemôs mission team will be serving in St. 
Mary working with ACE from July 15-22, 2017. 
We are looking forward to renewing relationships 
that were built on our last trip. If you would like to 
know more about ACE, please go to 
www.acexperience.org. 

Thank you for supporting the mission team by 
joining us for Trivia Night, the Couples Prom and 
by purchasing cookie dough. Due to your        
generosity, the ñtableò will receive a donation of 
32 tubs of cookie dough. We are so grateful to 
have such a loving, supportive congregation. 

We continue to do fundraising through Aramark 
which allows us to work concessions during 
events at Dick Sporting Goods Park. We work the  
Stadium Grill Cart #2 (cheesesteak sandwiches, 
brats and drinks) just above section 135 and the 
Cantina bar on the north end of the field. If you 
are attending a game, please visit our stands as 

we earn 
a com-
mission 
on our 
sales that goes toward the trip. If you would like 
to support the trip by working concessions with 
our team, please get in touch with Sarah or Drew 
Ross and we will let you know when the next 
training is and add you to the schedule. If you are 
thinking about going on a trip in the future, but 
the cost is intimidating, we allow you to begin 
fundraising now through Aramark concessions 
and save those dollars for the next yearôs trip. It 
is possible for a family to pay for their entire trip 
through this fundraising opportunity. 

We would also ask that you pray for our team. 
We especially ask for prayers of unity and               
understanding. 

Jamaica Mission Trip by Sarah Ross 

http://www.miracleworkersbuild.com
http://www.miracleworkersbuild.com
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Community Support 
Dollars  by Pastor Drew Ross 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that Bethlehem contributes 
ñCommunity Support Dollarsò every year from our 
budget to other ministries and non-profits that we 
desire to thrive? In the past we have supported 
new church starts, missional communities, and 
even education opportunities.  

It is with great excitement and       
appreciation that we share with you 
where our ñcommunity supportò    
dollars are headed this year. If you 
would like, look them up and learn 
more about them, or even consider 
volunteering. We love these          
organizations.  

Love Made Claim, Inc. ($5k) is a 
resource for people who are involved in, or who 
have transitioned out of, the sex industry,        
providing hope, love and empowerment through 
advocacy and personal support. They accomplish 
this work in 3 ways.  

1. Every month they deliver gift bags, food and 
cards/materials designed to open avenues of 
communication and exemplify just how loved and 
valuable each and every person is.  

2.  S.A.F.E. Support, Advocate, Friendship,    
Empowerment ï We are advocates for and of 
people.  We believe every person, and every 
story, matters and we are here as a source of 
support, whether someone wants to transition out 

of the sex industry or they are just needing some 
assistance with basic necessities.  

3.  Stigma Abolition 

No one ever deserves to be stigmatized or       
labeled.  As an organization, we are passionate 
about addressing stigmas that are often placed 
on people in the sex industry and eliminating 
them through conversations, awareness and   
acknowledgment of the stigmas that exist not 
only in society, but also within individual          
perceptions.  Learn more at lovemadeclaim.com. 

Severe Weather Shelter Network ($2.5k)    
partners with other community organizations and 
agencies to provide emergency overnight shelter 
on life-threatening winter nights for individuals 
living on the streets. 

Local churches provide Host Sites where our 
guests spend the night, enjoy a hot, homemade 
meal and warm, friendly conversation around the 
table. Our guests experience a safe, warm       
environment for the overnight hours and are   
connected to other resources as their needs    
become known. 

SWSN welcomes all volunteers who share their 
passion and compassion for individuals            

experiencing homelessness. Little 
known fact: Pastor Drew is the     
president of the board for the SWSN.  
Learn more at swshelternetwork.com. 

The ñCity Connectorò position in 
Lakewood, CO ($2.5k) builds          
relational bridges among vital       
community leaders in a strategically 
defined geographic area in order to 
develop, support, or sustain break-

through projects. The person filling this position, 
Reg Cox, is a catalyst leader building               
collaborative service initiatives within the City by 
merging leaders in churches, schools,           
businesses, neighborhoods and nonprofits for the 
good of the greater community.  

Over the past 5 years Connectors in Denver 
Metro have gathered together to form ñCity 
Uniteò (cityunite.org) in order to lead church    
networks from Boulder to Castle Rock, and are 
bridging service silos/gaps by bringing those   
willing to serve together, primarily introducing  
followers of Jesus into opportunities to serve.  
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Strategic Plan Update by Hazel Hartbarger 

ñLove Onò was evident as goals were              
accomplished or nearing completion during 
March. Those who do not have a church home 
yet was also a clear component of actions taken. 
The following is just a summary of that work. 
 
REMARKABLE WORSHIP  
Goal #1 ï Increase amount of engagement by 
worshipers within services 

Two new additions were included in our 
worship team (instrumentalists). Also,   
reinstated praying with individual people 
during Lenten worship services. To this 
end, we have made improvements on this 
goal, but the initiative should not be     
considered complete, as more effort will 
be done to further increase congregational 
singing, etc. 

Goal #2 ï Improve lighting capabilities in the 
Sanctuary 

PPC approved the delay of this goal for no 
later than September 2017 because   
funding for the project must be addressed. 
On May 15 we will know the funds needed 
to replace the boiler/HVAC system. At that 
time, we will learn how much remaining 
funds can be used for new lighting in the 
Sanctuary. 
 

NOTE: Out of nine Remarkable Worship goals, 
six were identified as completed and now        
ongoing. The remaining three were on target for 
completion. 

 
EXCELLENT SCHOOL  
Goal #1 ï Communication with parents,      
teachers, staff, and church 

The School VIT analyzed the parent     
survey and recognized communication as 
the biggest need for the school.  They will 
be discussing options to improve this area 
at the next meeting. 
 

Goal #2 ï Aligning the curriculum 
Samples of different curriculum for     
phonics learning were ordered so the 
teachers and administration can review 

and purchase for the next school year. 
 

Goal #3 ï Families in the school and ELC     
without a church home yet 

Parents of all students were invited to 
Lenten services each week.  An invitation 
was also extended by Becky during the 
childrenôs message at each Chapel      
service during Lent. Finally, school       
parents received an invitation to all the 
Holy Week services. 
 

Goal #5 ï Raising standardized test scores 
The School VIT analyzed the ITBS scores 
and other test data to determine areas for 
improvement in curriculum and instruction.  
Action plans will be developed. 
 

External Goal #1 ï Increase enrollment by 15% 
and maintain 90% retention rate. 

Gretchen and Nate have all dates    
scheduled for this summer to recruit   
families during community events.      
Consideration is being given to upgrade 
the canopy on the tent to include the new 
website and be more eye catching.  

 
DISCIPLESHIP PATHWAY 
Goal #2 ï Love On those not on the Pathway as 
follows: 
     (Monthly Starting Point groups) 

After six months of running this program, it 
was evaluated and some modification 
made.  Starting Point will now be offered 
quarterly as follows: January, April, July, 
and October.   
  

External Goal #1 = Love on Surrounding 
Neighborhood and offer website opportunities 

Ministry partner agencies were invited to 
participate in the Service Fair providing 
another avenue for members to Love On 
the agencies in the community around us. 

 
Information for this month was provided by    
Pastor Langewisch, Pastor Ross, Nate Richter 
and Sandy Wendelin. 
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============================================================================================================ 

Shower Trailer Update by Pastor Drew Ross 

Did you know that Bethlehem was awarded a 
$78k grant last fall from LCEF (Lutheran Church 
Extension Fund), in order to start a shower trailer 
ministry? Thatôs right, Bethlehem 
is in the middle of putting        
together a shower trailer ministry 
that will provide showers every 
week to the homeless and    
hurting in our community, via a 
large trailer that is being custom 
built with multiple shower bays, 
sinks, and a space to get 
cleaned up.  

At this point, a faithful action 
team has been working together 
for the past few months, and by the time this is 
printed, is expecting to have ordered our custom 
trailer. After we receive the trailer, which will be 
pulled by a donated truck (incredible, right?), we 

will be seeking multiple volunteers who want to 
be a part of this incredible/ground-breaking    
ministry opportunity. Weôre going to need drivers, 

and people who are willing to 
Love On the least fortunate in 
our community. And in response, 
you get to be a hope-provider, for 
those who are desperately in 
need.  

We still donôt know how many 
days a week our trailer will be in 
operation, or exactly where it will 
be parked to serve people on a 
regular basis, but stay tuned   
because all of those answers are 

being considered right now. Soon Bethlehemé 
Soon, we will be demonstrating Love On at a 
whole new level, and weôre going to need you! 
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Fully Alive 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
& School 

2100 N. Wadsworth Blvd. 
Lakewood, CO  80214  

 
Church office: 303-238-7676 
School office: 303-233-0401   

 
Visit us online at 

www.bethlehemdenver.com 
E-mail Bethlehem@ 

BethlehemDenver.com 
KLTT 670 Radio Broadcast 

11:00 AM Sundays 
 

David J. Langewisch, Pastor 
 

Drew Ross,  Pastor  
 

Tim Wendelin,  Pastor  
 

Trevor Freudenburg,  
Vicar (Student Pastor)  

 

Nathan Richter , Principal  
 

Sandy Wendelin,  
Director of  Discipleship  

 

Scott  Bubke,   
Director of  Operat ions  

 

Doug Butte, IT  Director  
 

Becky Chaplin,  
Director, Ministry to Chi ldren  

 

Tony Creeden,   
Marketing/Communications  

 

Lauren Dowds,  
ELC Director  

 

Dave King,  
Director, Worship Arts  

 

 
Fully Alive is published monthly 
for the members and friends of 
Bethlehem Lutheran. It focuses on 
news within the congregation and 
activities in the church each 
month. Articles may be submitted 
to the church office by the 15th of 
each month for the next monthôs 
issue.  
 

 e-mail  to: 
bethlehem@bethlehemdenver.com  

.  

The Window Malfunction by Sherri Wells 

There are quite a few things 
on an automobile that we 
pretty much take for granted 
until they no longer work.  
One day, the small button on 
the driverôs door of my car, 
that electronically raises and 
lowers the driverôs window, 
just stopped working.  My 
window button malfunction 
quickly became quite an     
inconvenience; as            
communicating with the teller 
at the bank drive-thru proved 
to be an acrobatic near      
impossibility and ordering a 
drink at a fast food place, 
ditto. No more speaking    
easily to the neighbor who 
flags me down as I back out 
of my driveway.  

Not having a driverôs side  
window that works, I quickly 
learned to accommodate the 
inconvenience. I stopped   
using the bank drive-thru and 
opted for the lobby instead.  I 
started taking bottled water or 
something else to drink with 
me from the house for my 
travels.  I developed a new 
sign language to let people 
who want to talk to me 
through the window, know 
that I am not able to do so.  
After a while, I have gotten 
used to my inconvenience 
and, knowing that it will be 
costly to fix it, I have learned 
to accommodate it. 

One of my favorite authors, 
Leigh McLeroy, says that 
sometimes our own sin 
causes things in our lives to 
stop working.  The problem 
becomes clear but so does 
the cost to remedy it.  So, we 

may choose to accommodate 
an annoying or even painful 
malfunction, rather than     
correct it.  It may require    
energy or resources that we 
are not ready to expend.  It 
may be that we just donôt 
want to do anything            
differently, we just want the 
outcome to be different. 

I personally donôt know     
anything about repairing the 
electronics that would fix the 
broken window in my car, but 
I do know that fixing my sin is 
all about repentance and 
working toward not continuing 
to sin.  In Romans 6, the Bible 
tells us that sinôs power is 
broken by what Jesus did for 
us.  Because of Him, we have 
died to sin, and therefore we 
donôt need to continue to live 
in it.  We were united with 
Christ in His death, and our 
old sinful selves were        
crucified with Him so that sin 
might lose its power in our 
lives.  This knowledge gives 
us power to change things in 
our lives.  

We donôt need to go through 
mental, physical and spiritual 
acrobatics to accommodate 
our sin, our Healer stands by 
ready and willing to alleviate 
our malfunctions and make us 
whole. What a blessing to 
know we can live in the    
freedom of God without any 
cost on our part ð Jesus paid 
the price! 

In LifeLight this year, we 

will be studying the book of 

Romans and then the book of 

Job. We hope you will join us! 
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Mary Martha Society Update 
by Jean Wendelin 

At the April Mary Martha meeting we welcomed Char 
Gottlieb, a Colorado Master Gardener, who helped us get 
ready for our spring planting. She offered tips on types of soil 
to use, different types of containers, and the different types of 
plants to use in a variety of spaces. Everyone was anxious to 
put these tips to use.  

The members of Mary Martha are also deciding if the         
organization should pursue displaying the Chrismons at 
Christmas. A vote was taken and the results will be made 
known next month.  

We also had election of officers for the 2017-2018 year: 
PresidentðDiana Crisler, 1st Vice-PresidentðSharon Venn, 
2nd Vice-PresidentðCheryl Baumgartner and Sharman 
Blattner, SecretaryðLynne Robbins, and TreasurerðSandi 
Storm. We will install our new officers at the May Brunch 
meeting. We welcome new members at every meeting, so 
please join us on May 9th at 9am in the Commons. 

============================================================================================================ 

LWML Makes Easter Bags 
for Mean Street by Judy Cornwell 

At the business meeting that followed refreshments on     
Saturday, April 8, officers were elected for a 2-year 
term.  Joining President Jan Bobb and Treasurer Ann 
Nord in September will be Jean Waltman, Vice-
President; Kay Koch, secretary; and Marlene Dreier 
and Judy Cornwell sharing the Christian Life position. 
They will be installed on Saturday, May 13, at a 10:00 
salad lunch in the church parlor. 

After the meeting was adjourned, the women filled 100 
Easter bags with wrapped candy, toys, books, crayons,    
pencils, and wristbands.  Two cars were packed full 
and delivered to the Mean Street Ministry offices. 

We were thrilled to learn that the $2 million goal for 
LWML International Mission Grants has been met! 
Thank you so much for your Mites! 
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As we waited with anticipation for Holy Week and 
Easter, we thought about Christ's sacrifice for us 
ð laying down His sinless life for us sinners.  It is 
difficult to wrap our heads around but yet, we   
believe it.  What greater Love! 
 
Stephen ministers receive a year's worth of   
Love On training with listening.  A 
big part of loving is listening.  We 
are not shocked by what is said.  
We are not judgmental.  We keep 
everything confidential.  We take 
this training because God has 
loved us and given us the desire to 
serve others by listening to their 
hurts and fears.   
 
Many times people are not able to talk to their 
loved ones about their hurt because their family 
and friends may be hurting also.  They may be 
too busy to listen and really hear what is being 
revealed.  Secrets are kept and they can fester 
like open wounds.  When those wounds are     

exposed to the air, they start to heal.  All healing 
comes from God.  Our Stephen Ministers are 
called by God to listen and help His hurting    
people. 
 
The Resurrection on Easter was to show the 
power of Jesus Christ to save us from our sins.  

There is no sin that cannot be      
forgiven by Him.  God loves us as 
no mortal can.  You are loved!  No  
matter what has happened in the 
past, You are loved!  To show His 
love, Jesus died for us; to show our 
love, we live for Him. 
 

When you would like to have one of our Stephen 
Ministers listen to your story without bias and in a 
confidential way, please call Martha Rowley at 
303.425.6971 or Sharon Brown at 303.903.6183. 
 
ñLove always protects, always trusts, always 
hopes, always perseveres.  Love never fails.ò       
I Corinthians 13:7-8 

Love On  by Martha Rowley 

============================================================================================================ 

``Welcome`` and ``Loop`` Screens by Pastor Drew Ross 

Have you noticed the ñWelcomeò and ñLoopò 
screens in the worship spaces before services 
begin, or even in the Commons? 
For those who enjoy a little bit of 
technology, texting those two 
words can lead to a lot of           
information.  

Let me explain. Bethlehem is     
taking advantage of a service that 
will allow for simple communication 
with both new guests, and long-
time members. In fact, when a 
guest to Bethlehem texts the word 
ñWelcomeò to 720.408.7828, they 
will enter into a system we have 
created that allows us to send texts 
and emails, thanking them for   
worshiping with us, reminding them of our next 

opportunities to worship, and even informing 
them of whatôs available for them at Bethlehem. 

We will automatically follow up with 
them for 6 weeks! 

If you are a member of Bethlehem, 
and you text the word ñLoopò to 
720.408.7828, as in ñI want to stay 
in the loop with whatôs going on at 
Bethlehem,ò you will be entered into 
a system we have created, which 
will allow us to text you every once 
in a while to let you know whatôs 
coming up soon. We wonôt bombard 
you, but we would love to be able to 
keep you informed.  

Wanna participate? Go ahead, do it 
right now. Text ñLoopò to 

720.408.7828 and youôll be all set up.  
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============================================================================================================ 

Primetimers May Schedule 
by Ralph/Georgia Phillips 

Tuesday, May 16ðBible study at 10am in the Chapel. 

Tuesday, May 16ðOut-to-lunch bunch heads to Mimiôs 
on West Colfax following Bible study. 

Monday, May 22ðBunco at 1pm in the Commons. Bring 
a snack to share. 

 

No potluck in May.  Our annual ñOldfieldôs BBQò will be 
held on Sunday, June 4 at 12:30pm in the Commons. 
$10/person. Sign up and pay in the Commons on May 
14, 21 or 28. 

 

Save Saturday, June 3 for Senior Law Day from      
8am-2pm at Mile High Church. $10 per person, includes 
a continental breakfast and lunch. 

Prayer Shawl Blessing 
Day a Success by Debbie Haywood 

The Prayer Shawl Blessing Day on March 19, 2017 was 
a great success!  159 prayer shawls were distributed!  
The members of the Lifegroup would like to express 
their gratitude to the Bethlehem community for helping 
distribute these shawls and for the monetary donations 
that were received to purchase more yarn.  This date 
marked the seventh anniversary for the LifeGroup, and it 
is our hope to continue to be a service for many days to 
come.  

This LifeGroup meets on the 1st & 3rd Saturdays of the 
month from 8:30-10am in the Commons to knit or      
crochet Prayer Shawls for distribution as gifts of healing 
and comfort and to celebrate meaningful events.  Once 
a shawl is completed, it is prayed over and blessed by 
the members of the Prayer Shawl LifeGroup.   

If you would like to be involved in this ministry, you can 
(i) keep this LifeGroup in your prayers; (ii) donate yarn 
which is greatly appreciated, or (iii) join the group (we 
can teach you how!).  Contact Debbie Haywood for 
more information at 720.227.2799 or haywoodfamily@ 
comcast.net. 
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