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How to Use Your Bible Sermon
Series - This is God Talking July 12, 2020

After you've gathered to worship in front of
computers, mobile phones, and TVs, consider 
taking a few minutes to discuss some questions

CONNECT

1)   How did you see God at work this past week?
2)   What has God been teaching you in his Word this week?
3)   What is your all-time favorite book?
4)   Why do you think the Bible is the number one best seller of all time?

     designed to bring the worship themes
   from Sunday into your everyday life. Or,
use this as a personal reflection piece.I Thessalonians

2:9-13
Psalm: 119:1-8
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GOING DEEPER
In the sermon we were introduced to the "puppet theory" and the "instrument theory" to describe how the
Holy Spirit inspired scripture and used a human to write it.  Recall those two theories and discuss how they
are helpful in understanding that Scripture is the inspired word of God. 

How do each of these concepts help you realize that there are no errors in the Bible?
Different people wrote about the same event.
Styles of literature communicate differently. 
Law and Gospel are both communicated in the Bible.
Some of scripture is descriptive and some is prescriptive.

The Bible is the best-selling book of all time.  However, while many know about the Bible, and perhaps have even
read parts of it, a significant number of people don’t know how to get the full value out of the Bible.  It’s time to

equip people to encounter the greatest message of all time, penned by the greatest author of all time.

Understanding the Bible can be a challenge, because there is no other book like it.  Not only is it a collection of
writing penned by various authors over a 1,500-year period of time, the authors are not really

the authors – God is.  In this first week we will look at how the Bible came to us, the nature of divine inspiration and
inerrancy, and the overall message of this book that is the final authority for our faith and life.



There is a difference between God’s primary will and secondary will and man’s rebellion plays into that. 
God loves you in Jesus Christ and has offered him for your sins so you could be restored in your
relationship to God.
 

What happens when you pick and choose what is true and what is an error in the Bible?

If the Word of God is accurate, then six things are true.
#1 – The Bible has authority in my life.  My reason and logic are helpful, but God’s Word trumps them. 
When God talks, I listen.  How do you make God's voice the most prominent voice you are listening to?
#2 –The Bible has value.  When you find out the author, or composer, or artist is famous, the value of what
they composed goes way up.  God wrote the Bible.  What value does God have in your life?
#3 –  The Bible is reliable.  God makes no mistakes.  God never breaks a promise.  God never fails.  Nothing
that has ever been written is as reliable as the Bible.  Can you think of anything that rivals God's reliability?
#4 – The Bible has enduring quality.  Just as God has always been, and will never pass away, not one word of
his will pass away either.  And when you combine this with the fact that God’s Word never fails, that’s
enduring quality.  How does this bring you comfort?
#5 – The Bible is a priority in life.  Many things compete for our time and attention.  The Bible is what sets our
hearts on the right things, the things above, that put all the things below in perspective.  What competes with
this priority in your life?
#6 – If the Bible is true, Jesus must be a part of my life.  Do these truths change the way you look at your
relationship with God?

CALL TO ACTION - This week select a small portion of scripture, perhaps the readings below. Read it and
ask: What does it say?  What does it mean? And, perhaps most importantly, what does it mean for me?
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1 Thessalonians 2:9-13 
For you remember, brothers, our labor and toil: we worked night and day, that we might not be a burden to any
of you, while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. You are witnesses, and God also, how holy and righteous
and blameless was our conduct toward you believers. For you know how, like a father with his children, we
exhorted each one of you and encouraged you and charged you to walk in a manner worthy of God, who calls
you into his own kingdom and glory. And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the word
of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it really is, the word of
God, which is at work in you believers.

Psalm 119:1-8 Your Word Is a Lamp to My Feet
Blessed are those whose way is blameless,  who walk in the law of the Lord! Blessed are those who keep
his testimonies,  who seek him with their whole heart, who also do no wrong, but walk in his ways! You have
commanded your precepts to be kept diligently. Oh that my ways may be steadfast in keeping your statutes!
Then I shall not be put to shame, having my eyes fixed on all your commandments. I will praise you with an
upright heart, when I learn your righteous rules. I will keep your statutes; do not utterly forsake me!


