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After you've gathered to worship in front of
computers, mobile phones, and TVs, consider 
taking a few minutes to discuss some questions

CONNECT

1)   How did you see God at work this past week?
2)   What has God been teaching you in his Word this week?
3)   When did you get your first Bible?
4)   How much time do you spend on social media in a day?  How do you compare to the national average of 2  
      hours, 22 minutes a day?

     designed to bring the worship themes
   from Sunday into your everyday life. Or,
use this as a personal reflection piece.

Psalm 119:9-16
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GOING DEEPER

Everybody reads the Bible through a filter.  How can this be compared to wearing sun glasses?  

We use several filters to read the Bible.  Here are several that we as a church body use to understand
scripture. 

1) Everything in the Bible is Jesus focused.  Scripture is the entire story of the human's need for a Savior and
the redemptive work of Jesus.  When you study any portion of scripture, ask, "What does this say about
Jesus?" Give it a try.  Open your Bible, find a story or teaching that is presented.  Ask, "What does this say
about Jesus and God's plan of restoration for all mankind.

The Bible is the best-selling book of all time.  However, while many know about the Bible, and perhaps have even
read parts of it, a significant number of people don’t know how to get the full value out of the Bible.  It’s time to

equip people to encounter the greatest message of all time, penned by the greatest author of all time.

Many people read the Bible, but not always with the same assumptions.  How does God want us to read his word? 
What instructions does he give us?  We will look at the guiding principles that inform our study of God’s Word:  How

it is all about Jesus, that the doctrine of justification is at its heart, that it is one coherent message 
from start to finish, that God’s Word comes to us in both Law and Gospel.  

From this we will experience all the profitable uses God intended.

2 Timothy 3:14-17



2) A proper understanding of Law and Gospel guides our reading.  The law shows us our sin and the Gospel
shows us our Savior.  All of scripture does one or the other.  When you read, ask yourself, "Am I condemned
by my sin because of this, or freed by the grace of Jesus because of this?"  

3) Mind the verbs.  When God does the verbs it is all about salvation.  When we are doing the verbs, it is all
about sin.  As you read, ask yourself, "Who is doing what, here?"  

4) The tension of being 100% saint because of being washed clean and totally forgiven of my sin, and 100%
sinner knowing that my righteousness is as filthy rags, is real!  How do you live in that tension?

5)  Theology of the Cross refers to theology that maintains the cross is the only source of knowledge
concerning who God is and how God saves. It is contrasted with the Theology of Glory which places greater
emphasis on human abilities and human reason.  Why is a Theology of the Cross a more difficult lens to see
through?

Share ways you have endeavored to read the Bible over the years.  What are you doing now?  What will be
your next plan?

More Bible Study Resources:
LifeLight @ Bethlehem.  This fall we are studying The Bible: An Overview.  Registration opens for new
students on August 1.  Check out the website. 

Right Now Media is a free subscription service provided by Bethlehem of videos and studies for children
and adults.  It is like Netflix for Christians.  Sign up for free by going to our website and searching for Right
Now Media, http://bethlehemdenver.com/rightnowmedia.

The Bible Project https://bibleproject.com.  This app and website offers charts, videos, and study plans for
every book of the Bible.  

CALL TO ACTION - This week select a small portion of scripture, perhaps the readings below. Read it and
ask: What does it say?  What does it mean? And, perhaps most importantly, what does it mean for me?
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2 Timothy 3:14-17
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from  whom you learned it
and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred  writings, which are able to make you wise
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for
every good work.
Psalm 119:9-17 
How can a young man keep his way pure?   By guarding it according to your word. With my whole heart I seek
you; let me not wander from your commandments! I have stored up your word in my heart that I might not sin
against you. Blessed are you, O Lord; teach me your statutes! With my lips I declare all the rules of your mouth.
In the way of your testimonies I delight  as much as in all riches. I will meditate on your precepts and fix my eyes
on your ways. I will delight in your statutes; I will not forget your word. Deal bountifully with your servant, that I
may live and keep your word.


