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Finish Line Sermon Series
This is How to Do It August 2, 2020

After you've gathered to worship in front of
computers, mobile phones, and TVs, consider 
taking a few minutes to discuss some questions

CONNECT
1)   How did you see God at work this past week?
2)   What has God been teaching you in his Word this week?
3)   How do you organize your day?  Do you use a list or let it unfold?

     designed to bring the worship themes
   from Sunday into your everyday life. Or,
use this as a personal reflection piece.

303.238.7676    
 www.bethlehemdenver.com

GOING DEEPER

Read 1 Thessalonians 1 (on the back) - Throughout this next 5 weeks you will read through the entire book of
1 Thessalonians.

What would you do differently with your day, if you were operating under the assumption Jesus was
coming back?

How do you live life with a finish line in sight, knowing Jesus is coming back?  

Life that is lived in anticipation of Christ’s return involves two things.  Which is harder?  Why?
#1 – Find someone worth imitating and imitate them.  
#2 – Be someone worth imitating and invite people to imitate you.

Paul’s first letter to the Christians in Thessalonica is a beautiful picture of what it means to encourage fellow
Christians as we eagerly await the return of Christ.  While we face challenges in this life, Paul spurs us on to the

finish line, laying out how to live life in anticipation of the coming of our Lord.

As Paul begins this letter he does not hold back on his thanks for the Thessalonians and the inspiration their
example of faith has been to others.  He holds out imitation as a helpful spiritual discipline, 1) finding others to
imitate and 2) being people worth imitating ourselves, all in light of the gift of Christ and his promised return.

1 Thessalonians 1



Where do you have influence and what does this portion of scripture say about influencing?

"Children have never been good at listening to their elders, but they have never failed to imitate them.” How
does the knife cut both ways with this statement?

What was it that fueled Paul to be the example he was, to be someone worth imitating?  And then, what was
it that fueled the Thessalonians to be the example they were, people worth imitating?  It’s the same answer.
.
Jesus is coming back.  How have you seen people process this as a scramble?  How have you seen people
process this as a promise?

Paul understood that he was a sinner and the good he wanted to do he often didn’t, and the evil he didn’t
want to do, is what he did. How could he still call people to imitate him?  How can you?

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy lived what they taught.  And it is not inconsistent with the message that we are
saved completely by grace, to direct people to imitate some of the things God has worked in us.  And two of
those things for the Thessalonians, and for us, to imitate are:  1) Don’t let affliction stand in the way of
receiving God’s word, and 2) be a person of joy, the joy of the Holy Spirit.  Give contemporary examples of
how affliction stands in the way of God's Word. How do you cultivate joy of the Holy Spirit in your life?

Now look at the things Paul told the Thessalonians he was mentioning in his prayers for them, in I
Thessalonians 1:3, “Your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.”
For whom can you pray this?  

CALL TO ACTION
Until you reach the finish line, find someone to imitate and imitate them. Be someone to imitate and invite
people to imitate you.  The finish line will be here before you know it.
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Greeting
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.

The Thessalonians' Faith and Example 
We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, remembering before our
God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  For we
know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel came to you not only in word, but
also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among
you for your sake. And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much
affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in
Achaia. For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in
God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything. For they themselves report concerning us the
kind of reception we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God,
and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to
come.


