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After you've gathered to worship in front of
computers, mobile phones, and TVs, consider 
taking a few minutes to discuss some questions
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GOING DEEPER

Paul now takes the time to remind us that the Lord's work is worth celebrating, and that it must be celebrated with
our fellow brethren in Christ. We are all running this race, and without the support and encouragement of those

running alongside us we will struggle to make it to the finish line. We must stay connected, as that connection can
give us the direct access we need to our Lord and Savior at just the right time.

1 Thessalonians 3

After today, we have one less day to do whatever we need to do to be ready for Jesus. Precious
time needs to be spent staying connected to other believers in our lives. This is an important part of
how God takes care of us. What are you doing to be ready for Jesus coming?

The solution God's Word is putting in front of us is actually what is also the problem right now,
especially during the pandemic - connecting with Jesus and with each other.  How is it difficult for you
to connect with Jesus during this time and how is it difficult to connect with others?

God uses our interactions with people to keep us alive, physically and spiritually.  Why do you think
God wired his people this way?  What are the risks of being alone? What does God's word say about
living in community?

Re read 1 Thessalonians 3. How is the second part encouraging to Paul. Underline all the reason why
Paul is encouraged by the faith of the Thessalonians.

1) How did you see God at work this past week?
2) What has God been teaching you in his Word this week?
3) What are recent seperations you have experienced or those close to you have experienced?



Could Satan's tempting to live in isolation actually cause a person to fall from the faith?

Don't underestimate the power of a good cheerleader; a word of encouragement, a simple, "I know you
can do this." But Timothy's job wasn't just generic exhorting and encouragement. It was exhorting in the
faith. Suddenly, "you can do this" turns into "in Christ you can do this, and all things," and "Christ has
won this battle for you already". "You are loved." "You are forgiven of your sins." "Jesus is coming back to
take you home, to end your suffering, your isolation." "God is meeting you at your breaking point saying,
'I won't let you go. "' What are your favorite cheers from scripture?  

Paul had a plan for addessing the isolation problem.  The first part of his plan didn't work. That was trying
to physically get to the Thessalonians himself. The second part of the plan was, if he couldn't go, to send
someone else. That's why he sent Timothy. The third part of the plan was to write a letter, which is what we
are reading right now, I Thessalonians.  First, in our time of unwanted separation, is there something we
can do to physically connect with our fellow Christians to establish and exhort them in their faith? Next, if
we can't do it, can we send someone else? And then, are there other means to communicate and connect
with your faith community at Bethlehem? 

PRAYER
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I Thessalonians 3

Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we were willing to be left behind at Athens alone, and we sent
Timothy, our brother and God's coworker in the gospel of Christ, to establish and exhort you in your faith, that no
one be moved by these afflictions. For you yourselves know that we are destined for this. For when we were with
you, we kept telling you beforehand that we were to suffer affliction, just as it has come to pass, and just as you
know. For this reason, when I could bear it no longer, I sent to learn about your faith, for fear that somehow the
tempter had tempted you and our labor would be in vain. 

Timothy's Encouraging Report

But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has brought us the good news of your faith and love and
reported that you always remember us kindly and long to see us, as we long to see you— for this reason,
brothers, in all our distress and affliction we have been comforted about you through your faith. For now we live,
if you are standing fast in the Lord. For what thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy that we feel
for your sake before our God, as we pray most earnestly night and day that we may see you face to face and
supply what is lacking in your faith? Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to
you, and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for you, so
that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord
Jesus with all his saints.


