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GOING DEEPER

Paul has a sense of urgency as he admonishes the Thessalonians to live their lives in light of what happens after
death. We fall asleep to this world, only to be called forth by Christ to our eternal dwelling with Him. Knowing t

that finish line, Paul describes the life of sanctification we are to live as we await that day.

1 Thessalonians 4

1) How did you see God at work this past week?
2) What has God been teaching you in his Word this week?
3) Describe the last time you crossed a "finish" line.  It could be a work deadline, a race of some       
    kind, or perhpaps a home project completed.

As we are going through our sermon series called “Finish Line”, the difficult reality is we don’t know where the
finish line is for us and when we will cross it.  The Bible confronts this reality in chapter 4 of Paul’s first letter to the
Thessalonians, and puts it right alongside the promises of Jesus' promises of life. Why is not knowing when we will
cross the finish line of life so unsettling?  What promise of Jesus do you cling to when discussing death.

What we see in this part of God’s Word is his encouragement to keep our eyes on three things: 
1) On the finish line (the end of this life). We must prepare ourselves for death which means thinking about it.
2) On outsiders (those who don’t know what Jesus has done about death). We also must prepare others for    
    our death.
3) On our fellow Christians (including those who have died already). We must prepare ourselves for when
     those others might pass away.     

What are you doing in each of these areas currently? Which one of these is the hardest for you and why?



Paul warns us not to be uniformed nor misinformed about death. Paul uses “death” here when he is talking
about Jesus and he uses “sleep” when he is talking about us because what we experience when we “die”,
and what Jesus experienced when he died, are two very different things. Why is it dangerous be be
uniformed and misinformed? What is the difference between what Jesus experienced and what we
experience in death?

What do Paul's words instructing the Thessalonians to “not grieve as others do who have no hope" say
about grief and hope?

Here is what will happen at death.  First just your spirit, which is separated from your body at death with be
with Jesus. You have to wait until Judgment Day to get those two back together again.  Your spirit, though,
the essence of who you are, is immediately with the Lord at the moment of death.  And, you get to join the
others who have crossed the finish line already. Is this consistent with what you believe or new to you?
What are you looking forward to in the new heaven and new earth when Jesus returns and spirits and
glorified bodies are united. 

CALL TO ACTION
Paul finishes up chapter 4 by saying, “Therefore, encourage one another with these words.”  When we get
to the finish line, there’s a party.  And all of our fellow believers will be there.  That finish line might be 60
years away for you.  It might be later today.  Either way, let’s be ready.  Let’s be ready.  Amen

PRAYER
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I Thessalonians 4

A Life Pleasing to God
Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us how you ought to walk and
to please God, just as you are doing, that you do so more and more. For you know what instructions we gave you
through the Lord Jesus. For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality; that
each one of you know how to control his own body in holiness and honor, not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles
who do not know God; that no one transgress and wrong his brother in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger in
all these things, as we told you beforehand and solemnly warned you. For God has not called us for impurity, but in
holiness. Therefore whoever disregards this, disregards not man but God, who gives his Holy Spirit to you. Now
concerning brotherly love you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to
love one another,  for that indeed is what you are doing to all the brothers throughout Macedonia. But we urge you,
brothers, to do this more and more, and to aspire to live quietly, and to mind your own affairs, and to work with your
hands, as we instructed you, so that you may walk properly before outsiders and be dependent on no one. 

The Coming of the Lord. 
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do
who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him
those who have fallen asleep. For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left
until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will descend from
heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the
dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.  Therefore encourage one another with these words.


