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After you've gathered to worship in front of
computers, mobile phones, and TVs, consider 
taking a few minutes to discuss some questions
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GOING DEEPER

The realities of the final day, the finish line of this world, are both promising and sobering. While there is hope and
security for those who are in Christ, not all will experience this. For this reason, there is a call to live the life Christ

has given us in faithfulness... to be vigilant. This not only is a benefit to us as we await Christ's return, but also serves
as an attraction to those who may be outside God's family, and may be drawn to it by the life we live.

1 Thessalonians 5

1)   How did you see God at work this past week?
2)   What has God been teaching you in his Word this week?
3)   Have you ever been robbed?  What was taken from you?  Share the story.
4)   What is something that is happening during COVID that seems crazy but might stay with us after the      
      pandemic?

1 Thessalonians 5 talks about what we need to know about the return of Jesus (Day of the Lord).  What
are the sources people turn to when they need information these days?  Where does Scripture fall in
that list for the general population?  For you?

In the sermon we heard what "The day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night" is not saying.  Jesus
is not a thief, we should not be afraid to meet him, and he may not come at night.  It is saying to be
ready, and that he will come in the midst of normal life.  What does that mean for you? Is there anything
that you need to do to be ready?

Reread the final instructions given in 1 Thessalonians 5 (on the back). List the things that Christians are
to do as we wait for Jesus' return.  Are there any things on this list that are action items for you?



For what are we to be ready really lies beyond the Day of the Lord.  God created us for salvation and what
that that delivers. His return will be the culmination of his saving work. He wants to live with us forever.
Consider these questions that were raised in the sermon.   As you look at your life, why did God create
you?  Why has he sought you out to be his child?  Why has he planted faith in your heart?  Why has he
revealed himself to you?  Why has he forgiven your sins?  Why is he, even right now, working everything in
your life toward some good?  What is your answer to these questions?

CALL TO ACTION 
So, make the necessary arrangements.  Don’t sleep.  Be awake, vigilant, sober.  Arm yourself. Let faith,
hope, and love hold the day. Jesus is coming back… any time now.  Amen.

PRAYER
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I Thessalonians 5
The Day of the Lord
Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, for you know very well that the day of the
Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, “Peace and safety,” destruction will come on them suddenly,
as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 

But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. You are all children of the
light and children of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. So then, let us not be like others, who are
asleep, but let us be awake and sober. For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. But
since we belong to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 

For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. He died for us so that,
whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. Therefore encourage one another and build each other up,
just as in fact you are doing. 

Final Instructions
Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to acknowledge those who work hard among you, who care for you in the Lord and
who admonish you. Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their work. Live in peace with each other. And we
urge you, brothers and sisters, warn those who are idle and disruptive, encourage the disheartened, help the weak, be
patient with everyone. Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always strive to do what is good for each
other and for everyone else. 

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. Do not quench
the Spirit. Do not treat prophecies with contempt but test them all; hold on to what is good, reject every kind of evil. 

May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it. 

Brothers and sisters, pray for us. Greet all God’s people with a holy kiss. I charge you before the Lord to have this letter read
to all the brothers and sisters. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.


