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Finish Line Sermon Series
This is Hard Work August 9, 2020

After you've gathered to worship in front of
computers, mobile phones, and TVs, consider 
taking a few minutes to discuss some questions

CONNECT
1)   How did you see God at work this past week?
2)   What has God been teaching you in his Word this week?
3)   What was your first job?
4)   Describe the hardest job you've ever had.

     designed to bring the worship themes
   from Sunday into your everyday life. Or,
use this as a personal reflection piece.
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GOING DEEPER
Read 1 Thessalonians 2 (on the back) - Throughout the next 5 weeks you will read through the entire book of
1 Thessalonians.  Circle all the words used that describe the hard work of being a Christian that Paul
experienced.  Read it again and underline all the reasons Paul, Silas, and Timothy persevered in doing hard
work. 

When were you called to follow Jesus? What is appealing to you about following Jesus?  Does it have anything
to do with hard work or "taking up your cross?"

Look at the list of items you circled in 1 Thessalonians 2.  If that list was rattled off as membership
requirements at Bethlehem, would you have joined?

With which do you resonate more?  "I'll be a Christian, even though it is hard work,” or “I’ll be a Christian and
embrace the hard work."

In Paul's second letter to the Thessalonians he speaks candidly about his struggles and suffering. Paul plainly
explains the difficultly that is attached to ministry work, though he adamantly expresses how it is completely worth

the struggle.  Paul continues to explain how the smaller milestones lead to huge success. The love of God is
powerful and through the vulnerability of struggle Paul brings others closer to a life with Christ.

1 Thessalonians 2



What is the hard work, wearisome work, that you do as a Christian as you await the return of Jesus? 

There were many things that made the work hard for Paul. They include:
False accusations.      Being holy, righteous, and blameless.      Infighting.      

Physical separation.      Satan's attacks. 

How did Paul experience these things and how do you?  

What pushed Paul to work so hard for and the Thessalonians, and what pushed Jesus to the cross for you?

CALL TO ACTION
So, believe.  Live life in Christ.  Work hard. It is worth it.  Amen.

PRAYER
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I Thessalonians 2
You know, brothers and sisters, that our visit to you was not without results. We had previously suffered and
been treated outrageously in Philippi, as you know, but with the help of our God we dared to tell you his gospel
in the face of strong opposition. For the appeal we make does not spring from error or impure motives, nor are
we trying to trick you. On the contrary, we speak as those approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We
are not trying to please people but God, who tests our hearts. You know we never used flattery, nor did we put
on a mask to cover up greed—God is our witness. We were not looking for praise from people, not from you or
anyone else, even though as apostles of Christ we could have asserted our authority. Instead, we were like young
children among you.

 Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, so we cared for you. Because we loved you so much, we were
delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well. Surely you remember, brothers and
sisters, our toil and hardship; we worked night and day in order not to be a burden to anyone while we preached
the gospel of God to you. You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous and blameless we were
among you who believed. For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own children,
encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory. 

And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you
accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is indeed at work in you who
believe. For you, brothers and sisters, became imitators of God’s churches in Judea, which are in Christ Jesus: You
suffered from your own people the same things those churches suffered from the Jews who killed the Lord Jesus
and the prophets and also drove us out. They displease God and are hostile to everyone in their effort to keep us
from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved. In this way they always heap up their sins to the limit.
The wrath of God has come upon them at last.  But, brothers and sisters, when we were orphaned by being
separated from you for a short time (in person, not in thought), out of our intense longing we made every effort
to see you. For we wanted to come to you—certainly I, Paul, did, again and again—but Satan blocked our way.
 For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he
comes? Is it not you? Indeed, you are our glory and joy.


