
WATCH THE JOINING JESUS VIDEO 4
 
Before the Video: Take a moment to share or reflect on the insights and experiences you had over
the last several days as you sought to join Jesus on his mission in your everyday life.

Note: At this point, it may be helpful to reflect/check if you or anyone else is feeling inadequate at
this point in the training process. Have a laugh together and take a moment to reassure and
encourage. Remember your secret weapon: Jesus is actually resurrected and on the loose in your
community!

After the Video:
Today we focus on how to seek, recognize and respond to what Jesus is already doing in the lives of
the people we are enjoying. As you watched the video, what insights did you have?
      
Many people assume seeking and recognizing what Jesus is doing must be the most difficult and
mysterious part of joining Jesus on his mission. Why is it actually pretty simple?
      
“It’s not that God is inactive. It’s that we are inattentive.” What makes sense about that?
      
The stories of the shrimp party and lawn mowing are examples of the Kingdom of God coming near.
Jesus does all the hard, complicated work of preparing people and circumstances. All we have to do
is watch for where a little grace can be applied. We can go about our daily routines simply asking
ourselves, “What’s Jesus up to here?”

What is a recent story from your life where you have seen “the Kingdom of God coming near?”
(If you are having trouble with this question, think of something good or hard that happened last
week. What might have Jesus been up to in the midst of that good or hard moment?)

      
Brokenness comes in many forms. Jobs, marriage, and friendships are just a few places where
people experience brokenness. What are some other common realms where grace is needed? Do
you know anyone experiencing any brokeness or hurting in these areas right now?
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Read Mark 4:26-32 

What stands out about these two parables

In the first parable here, Jesus describes the Kingdom of God like a man scattering seed. Even
though the man does not understand how the seeds grow, nevertheless they still do. How does
this compare to our job of sharing Jesus with others?

Knowing that the "seeds" that we scatter grow on their own without our effort or
understanding, how are we freed to scatter more seed?

In this parable, the man does two things towards the growth of the crops. He first scatters seed
and then later harvests the crop.

What do you think harvesting look like for Jesus' mission?

How does a farmer know when it is time to harvest? What are the corresponding signs that
we can look for in the lives of those around us that tell us when it is time to "harvest?"

In the second parable in this reading, Jesus compares the Kingdom of God to a mustard plant,
which as a seed is incredibly small but grows to a large size. Just like that seed, the small ways
which we share Jesus with people can produce large results.

What stories have you heard about where a small "seed" made a large impact?

What are some small actions that you can plant this week in the lives of people God has put
around you? Think specifically about the people that you may encounter this week.

In this week’s sermon, Pastor Langewisch talked about how we often let our tasks get in the
way of seeking, recognizing and responding to what Jesus is doing. When have you found
yourself prioritizing tasks over people? What ways can you combat this tendency?

In the sermon, we were warned against enjoying people only to get something out of it, namely
to convert them. This makes people feel like nothing  more than a project or something to fix.
Where have you seen this play out, either in your life or the life of someone else? What was the
response?

Our video reminded us that this "fixing" is Jesus' job and not ours. Why might this be
important to keep straight?



Practice
For many of us, seeking the ways Jesus is at work and responding to that can be new, nerve-
wracking, and even stressful. It can be helpful to practice having conversations like this. If you are
comfortable, find a partner to practice having a conversation where you identify somewhere that
grace is needed and share some hope in Jesus with them. If God has been putting someone on your
heart during this series, have your partner help you practice what a conversation with that person
might look like. This may feel forced or even silly, but practicing talking with someone in need of
Jesus can better prepare us and make us more comfortable for the conversations that "count."

How did the conversation go? What about it seemed easy? What seemed hard? 

"A-Ha!” Insights to Action
What was the most significant insight you had as a result of today’s video and discussion? Take 3
minutes to write down your insight and what you think Jesus might be giving you to believe and/or
do as a result. This is your self-identified assignment for joining Jesus in the coming days. 

Have each person take 60 seconds to share their self-identified assignment with the group.

In the coming days watch for the opportunities Jesus will give you to put your self-identified
assignments into play. The next time your group meets be ready to tell the stories of what happened
(whether little or large).

Ministering through Prayer: As we prepare to head out on our mission adventure with Jesus, have
each person ask the next person, “How can I help you in prayer?” After everyone has had a turn to
answer, each person then prays for their neighbor. Write the prayer request in the space below so
you won’t forget. As a church, we would love to pray for both you and your neighbors. If you have
any prayer requests, you can send them to us at prayer@bethlehemdenver.com, and our Prayer and
Praise Team will pray for you. 


