
Seeking the Kingdom
Hearing from Jesus
Talking with People
Doing Good
Ministering Through Prayer

How did you see God at work this week? | Seeking the Kingdom
What has Jesus been teaching you in his Word? | Hearing from Jesus
What kind of conversations are you having, especially with those who are not yet Christians? |
Talking with People
What good can we do around here? | Doing Good
How can we help you in prayer? | Ministering through Prayer

Before the Video: Take a moment to share or reflect on the insights and experiences you had over
the last several days as you sought to join Jesus on his mission in your everyday life. If you were
able to interact with neighbors from any of your various neighborhoods, tell you story to the group.

WATCH THE JOINING JESUS VIDEO 5

After the Video:
The book and video introduced the 5 Mission Practices. These are:

Without realizing it, have you found yourself already putting any of these mission practices into play
as you have become more intentional about seeking and joining Jesus? Share a story of an example.

The 5 Questions, based on the 5 Mission Practices, help us tell the stories of what happened as we
joined Jesus in our daily lives.

The 5 questions:
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
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Why is it important for us to regularly gather together like this and share our stories of joining
Jesus on His mission?

Note: Our stories provide the encouragement, insight and accountability we need to stay
intentional and inspired for joining Jesus on his mission as we head out for another week. This is
essentially what we have already been doing at the beginning of our gatherings, taking time to
tell the stories of what we have experienced on our mission adventures with Jesus. We are
becoming a missional community!

Practice #1 is what Jesus invited us to do first of all: “Seeking the Kingdom.” Jesus has brought
the Kingdom of God into our world and into our community. Therefore, the practice of “Seeking
the Kingdom” is the first practical step we can take in joining Jesus in what he is already doing.
We can ask ourselves, what is Jesus already showing us? Who are the people already nearby?
What is Jesus inviting us to notice or do?

As we become more intentional about “Seeking the Kingdom,” don’t think big. Think small.
Think, “What are the little things that are right at hand?” Jesus says that the kingdom of God is
like a seed, a pinch of yeast or a cool cup of water.

As you think about your various neighborhoods, where could you plant a seed of kindness
in someone’s life, offer a pinch of hope, or a cool cup of water of grace?

Note: Wherever a little grace can be applied, we know Jesus is up to something and the
kingdom of God is near!

What is encouraging to you about the GPS illustration and message?

WATCH THE JOINING JESUS VIDEO 5

This video focused on the mission practices of “hearing from Jesus.” What Jesus said in the
Gospels he is still saying today. And what Jesus did in the Gospels he is still doing today. So if
we want to recognize and respond to what Jesus is telling us or showing us in our daily lives, it
begins with us being familiar with what he’s already shown us and told us in the Gospels.

What in the video segment made the most sense to you?

Why is “hearing from Jesus” a mission practice?

The Bible says that because our identity is in Christ through Baptism, we can now know who we
are and what we have. We are forgiven children of the King, and we have been given the gifts
of the Kingdom. We have been given abundant love, abundant grace and abundant goodness—
things our broken world needs so badly. And because of who we are and what we have in
Christ, we now know what we can do. We can look for opportunities to release a little bit of
what we have in abundance into the lives of people who need it. The practice of hearing from
Jesus in the Gospels helps us do that.



Seek the Kingdom
Humble ourselves
Freely love our neighbors

Why do you think this is important to your life as an everyday missionary?

We were introduced to three practices in which Jesus disciples his followers. They were:

Over and over again, throughout the Gospels, Jesus disciples his followers in these three practices.
You have discussed seeking the kingdom already, but why is humbling ourselves so important?

We are reminded to love our neighbor out of the abundance of love which is already ours through
Baptism. With the abundant love we already have as God’s children, we look for those who need
some love. Then we give to our neighbor some of what we already have in abundance. From God,
through us, to our neighbor. Freely we have received, freely give.

What difference does this make to you as you think about loving people nearby, especially your
unlovable neighbors, co-workers, classmates, etc.?

In the sermon this week, Pastor Langewisch offered that it might be helpful to "listen slowly" when
hearing from Jesus. Why might this be helpful? Does this come easy to you? Why or why not?

Every day we need Jesus’ encouragement and challenge in order for us to take up his practices
anew. This is why “hearing from Jesus” in the Gospels is so important. Below are summaries of the
character of each of the Gospels. 

Matthew - Focuses on Jesus' words and teachings. Also shows Jesus as Messianic fulfillment.
Mark - Focuses on Jesus' authority. Moves from one action to another.
Luke - Emphasizes Jesus as the savior for all. Highlights the inclusiveness of the Gospel.
John - Focuses on the signs that Jesus performs. Has a lot of interpretation & imagery, not just
narrative. 

Do any of these jump out at you as a good Gospel to start reading? Before you decide, it is never
a bad idea to go to God in prayer to ask for his guidance in making decisions.

When you are ready, share with the group which Gospel you will be starting tomorrow.

Because of what Jesus shows you or tells you in the Gospel you will be reading, what will he be able
to show you in everyday life? Let’s go find out!

"A-Ha!” Insights to Action: What was the most significant insight you had as a result of today’s
video and discussion? Take 3 minutes to write down your insight and what you think Jesus might be
giving you to believe and/or do as a result. This is your self-identified assignment for joining Jesus in
the coming days.



Have each person take 60 seconds to share their self-identified assignment with the group.

In the coming days watch for the opportunities Jesus will give you to put your self-identified
assignments into play. The next time your group meets be ready to tell the stories of what happened
(whether little or large).

Ministering through Prayer: As we prepare to head out on our mission adventure with Jesus, have
each person ask the next person, “How can I help you in prayer?” After everyone has had a turn to
answer, each person then prays for their neighbor. Write the prayer request in the space below so
you won’t forget. As a church, we would love to pray for both you and your neighbors. If you have
any prayer requests, you can send them to us at prayer@bethlehemdenver.com, and our Prayer and
Praise Team will pray for you.


