
Isaiah 64:1-9
1 Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might quake at your
presence—2 as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil—to make your name
known to your adversaries, and that the nations might tremble at your presence! 3 When you did
awesome things that we did not look for, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 4
From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God besides you, who acts for
those who wait for him. 5 You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, those who remember you in
your ways. Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we
be saved? 6 We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted
garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 7 There is no one who
calls upon your name, who rouses himself to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us,
and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities. 8 But now, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the
clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. 9 Be not so terribly angry, O Lord, and
remember not iniquity forever.  Behold, please look, we are all your people.
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CONNECT WITH ONE ANOTHER 
1)   How did you see God at work this past week?
2)   What has God been teaching you in his Word this week?
3)   What are your Christmas preparation traditions? How will your waiting for Christmas look different
       this year?

CONNECT WITH SCRIPTURE

Jesus’ birth is a powerful display of God’s faithfulness to bring peace, hope, healing, and life to a lost and dying
world. This four-week series explores the Christmas story by examining the relationship between the four Old
Testament Readings of Advent (3 from Isaiah, one from 2 Samuel) and the purpose and work of Christ in the New
Testament. Because of Jesus, we can experience the joy that comes through his finished work. ‘Unto Us’ provides
a powerful guide for helping people understand and apply the nativity story.

Expectations of the Messiah were that he would be a man of action.  At his coming, life would not continue as it
had previously.  Things would change.  The hope for believers is in the Messiah who is a man of action on their
behalf, doing something about sin and its consequences.

Recall the state of God's chosen people. Judah.  The Babylonians were about to attack, and while God
had protected them in battle previously, the prophet Isaiah knew the pain and anguish that was to
come in this battle.  He pleads with God to do something big.  
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Isaiah knows that this pain is to come, that anguish is going to happen. He knows that God could do
something. He acknowledges that God could rend the heavens, tear them up if he wanted. He can
make mountains quake and set fire to large areas of land. So Isaiah is pleading, God, do something.
Do something big, and do something now. Have you ever pleaded with God to intervene in a big way
for something going on in your life or the life of other close to you?
 
At the moment when God’s people needed him, God chose not to do anything. What is the reason
that is identified in Isaiah 64:6-7?  How do you see the result of sin in the world today?
 
Now, God had not abandoned his people. He was preparing to send them a man of action like they
wanted. However the time was not yet. God decided to let them go through their present tragedy,
even though they were his people. But God is faithful, and he did act. And yet when God acted, it was
not at all what the people expected. How has God acted differently than what you expected?
 
Reread this passage and list the things Isaiah wants to see in the way God would deliver his people.
Realizing that what they got is quite different in the baby Jesus.  Compare and contrast Isaiah’s
request and the arrival of the rescuer and redeemer of God’s people, Jesus.  
 
God has given us things to do as we wait for Jesus coming again. We promote God’s will, strive after
his justice, love our neighbors, and tell people about the good news of Jesus. What are you
compelled to do as you wait for Jesus to return?
 
Ultimately our focus and hope is on when Jesus comes back. Isaiah in another part of his preaching
says that at that time, when Jesus returns, there will be no more war or pain. Weapons will be
turned into gardening tools, wolves and lambs will lay down together and children will lead them
around. We know that disease will be gone, broken relationships will be restored, and those that are
dead will be raised to life. What are you most looking forward to when Jesus returns?

PRAY

GOING DEEPER


