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Not Mine Sermon Series
My Life Is Not Mine
Who is in control of your life? The answer you give to that question will speak volumes about how your life will
go and where you will end up. Sin continually attempts to seize control away from God with disastrous results.
Christ not only repairs the damage of sin, he also enables us to surrender control to the One who actual is in
control. We then see the profound ability of God to be in control without controlling everything.

CONNECT
1) How did you see God at work this past week?
2) What has God been teaching you in his Word this week?
3) There is so much during this pandemic that has required letting go. What has been hard for you to
let go of during COVID?

GOING DEEPER
Read the following passages. If you have time, look them up in your Bible and determine the context
into which these words were spoken.
Jeremiah 29:11 - For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for
evil, to give you a future and a hope.
Psalm 115:3 - Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases.
James 4:13-17 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and
spend a year there and trade and make a profit”— yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What
is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. Instead you ought to say,
“If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is
evil. So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin.
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This week we are exploring the Biblical concept that control of my life is not mine. However, God has
given us some control. For example, we receive clear instructions, over and over again in the Bible, to
be self-controlled. Read Galatians 5:22-23, Proverbs 25:28. Recall people you know who are bearing
the fruit of self-control and those who have no boundaries and are living life recklessly. Generally, how
are humans doing with what God has given us control over?
Read James 4:13-19. Is there anything wrong with building a business and making a profit? What does
these passages say about control and who is in control? What is God’s teaching for followers of Jesus
in this section of scripture?
There are times when the Bible tries to protect our sense of worth and value, affirming that we are
God’s child, his treasured possession. In many places, the Bible elevates our sense of significance and
the difference we can make in the world as people who have been redeemed by Jesus Christ. These
Bible verses, though, don't do that. Here we are reminded of our insignificance, our lack of control
over life, and our brief existence in which to exercise that lack of control. “No control” is not a
comforting thought. We need someone to be in control. How do people attempt to gain control in
their lives?
God, however, is in control. We cannot put God in control. He’s already there. However, we do have a
decision about whether or not we acknowledge his control. But the fact that God is in control is why
we slightly change how we talk about our plans. How does verse 15 in James 4 state it?
Let’s say you buy into this and say, “If the Lord wills” about everything. Not everything that follows is
necessarily God’s will. There is a lot that happens in this world that is not God’s will. God does not will
evil, but he does will the use of evil. God does not will pain, but he does will the use of pain. God does
not will evil, but he does will the use of evil. How have you seen that evidenced in your life?
As you explore the entirety of scripture God’s will is reveled. His will was and is that all would be saved
and come to a knowledge of the truth. His will is that none would perish. God used his control of
world history and the lives of history’s individuals to exercise that will and make sure a sufficient plan
of salvation would be carried out. How was that accomplished in Christ? How is it accomplished for
you?

PRAY
Discuss what is meant by God's will be done, when we pray the Lord's Prayer. Then pray that God's will
be done in your life.

