
CONNECT WITH ONE ANOTHER 

1)   How did you see God at work this past week?
2)   What has God been teaching you in his Word this week?
3)   Have you ever had to sign a release for a medical procedure, or surgery, and you run into this line, 
       “I understand that the risk of death can occur during any anesthetic and/or surgical procedure”? 
       How did it make you feel?

CONNECT WITH GOD'S WORD - John 11: 25   I am the Resurrection and the Life

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 4 Whoever believes in me, lthough he
die, myet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me nshall never die. Do you
believe this?”

I AM is our seven-week sermon series that explores each of the seven “I Am” statements that Jesus
makes in the Gospel of John starting with John 6:32-51. Each “I Am” declaration illustrates a specific

revelation of Jesus’ character and testifies to his divinity. Also, each of the “I Am” announcements
reveal our spiritual needs and how Jesus perfectly meets each and every one.

“I am the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25). 
Jesus made this “I am” statement immediately before raising Lazarus from the dead. Again, we see that

Jesus’ teaching was not just empty talk; when He made a claim, He substantiated it with action. He holds
“the keys of death and the grave” (Revelation 1:18, NLT). In raising Lazarus from the dead, Jesus showed

how He can fulfill Yahweh’s promise to ancient Israel: “[God’s] dead shall live; their bodies shall rise”
(Isaiah 26:19, ESV). Apart from Jesus, there is neither resurrection nor eternal life.
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GOING DEEPER

CONNECT WITH GOD IN PRAYER

Jesus waited a couple of days to go to his friends’ house when he learned of Lazurus dying. It could be said, Jesus knew he
was going to raise Lazarus, so it doesn’t matter when he shows up.  But are you really okay with that?  If Jesus was going to
reverse the effects of death anyway, why not stop death before it gets there?  Why let Mary and Martha and the others who
loved Lazarus, experience the sharp pain of grief and loss?  

A question skeptics will throw into this story is this.  Did Lazarus really die?  How do we know Lazarus really died?

Jesus raised a dead man.  Which is also what needs to happen for you and me.  Jesus will need to raise a dead person. What
does that mean for you and others you love?

In the sermon, Pastor Langewisch told the story of a quote from John Quincy Adams who was the 6th president of the United
States.  After comparing his body to a dilapidated home, he said “I think that John Quincy Adams will have to move out of it
before long.  But he himself is very well.”  Your house, your body, is in decay. And none of us knows exactly when we will have
to move out.  Many people struggle with getting older.  How could a “resurrection-perspective” change how you approach
aging?

Mary and Martha’s brother had died AND Jesus had not shown up to help.  Into all this comes Jesus.  Martha comes out to
meet him.  Mary doesn’t.  She stays inside.  Both of them, though, were disappointed.  But, faith sometimes struggles when
Jesus doesn’t do what we know he can do in the way we want him to do it when we want him to do it.  Describe times when
you wanted Jesus to “show up” and he did not seem to at the right time.  From your perspective now, did he show up?

Funerals tend to be a time when God has our attention.  Have you experienced that to be true?

Jesus says “Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live.” Who are the “whoevers” that you have a hard time
accepting will be in heaven? In other words, what sins are hard for you to accept of people Jesus will receive in heaven
because the one who commits those sins believes in him?

In Job 19 we read “For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon he earth. 26 And after my skin has
been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God, 27 whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not
another. What do you learn about the “last day”?

Have you or someone you know been in a near end of life experience?  What was it like and did it cause faith or doubt about
a life after death?

There is an afterlife.  It is real.  And if you don’t want to worry about it, in fact, if you want to look forward to it, listen to Jesus.  “I
am the resurrection and the life,” he says.  Believe in Jesus.  He is the resurrection and the life.  And he says, “Whoever
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.”  Do you believe
that?  That’s what Jesus asked Martha.  It is what he is asking you today.  Martha said, “yes”.  What do you say?  

Quotable Quotes
 

If you don’t want a coffin, or an urn, or a headstone, to be the final image for your loved ones, believe in Jesus.
 

There is only one type of person to whom Jesus gives eternal life, the person who is 100% sinful and is depending 100% on
Jesus’ blood and righteousness. 


