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Fully Alive is published 
monthly for the members 

and friends of Bethlehem Lu-
theran. It focuses on news 

within the congregation and 
activities in the church each 
month. Articles may be sub-

mitted to the church office by 
the 15th of each month for 

the next month’s issue.  



Be Fully Informed... 
Find current news about our congregation and ministries here! 

Coming soon... 
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Ministry Specific 
Updates 
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School Updates 
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PPC and VIT elections will be 

happening at the February  16 

Voters’ Meeting. Please see our 

calendar page at the end of the 

newsletter to learn more about the 

open positions. 

All nominations can be submitted to 

the church office at 

Bethlehem@bethlehemdenver.com 

 

Join our church leadership! 

Bethlehem Student Ministries for 7th - 12th grades will resume onsite activities in 
the month of February 2021!  More information will follow over the next weeks 
with registration, on-line links, schedule of events, and date of parent meeting. 
 Keep checking the weekly announcements and web page for additional infor-
mation.    

By: Pastor David Dyer 

bethlehemdenver.com/school 
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We are halfway through 
the 2020-2021 school year al-
ready and we’ve done the major-
ity of our learning in person. With 
just a few closures due to COVID, 
we have had students in the 
school on most days since we 
began in August. A lot goes into 
keeping the school open safely 
and that requires a lot of work by 
everyone to ensure that the stu-
dents and staff stay healthy. 
Here’s a sample of what’s being 
done each day: 

 

• Masks are worn anytime stu-
dents are outside their cohort 
and moving around the build-
ing. 

• Teachers sanitize their class-
rooms at the end of each day. 

• Bathrooms are sprayed after 
a class is finished using it. 

• Gym equipment is sanitized 
after each classroom is fin-
ished with it. 

• The building is fogged after 
everyone leaves at the end of 
the day. 

• High traffic areas are cleaned 
several times each day, in-
cluding stair rails, light switch-
es and doorknobs.   

• Social distancing is enforced 
inside and outside the class-
room.  

• Many classes enjoy lunch in 
their classroom instead of the 
cafeteria. 

 

Despite these extra measures, 
there is a lot of learning taking 
place and students are still get-
ting to take part in important 
events, though they are being 

modified for safety. That in-
cludes the 100th day celebration 
for kindergarteners and the sci-
ence fair for middle school stu-
dents.  

 

The staff at Bethlehem is out-
standing in their efforts to keep 
school open during a pandemic, 
but the real heroes are the stu-
dents. They have shown exem-
plary cooperation in wearing 
masks, avoiding interactions with 
other classrooms and continuing 
to do their best on their school-
work. Please keep the staff and 
families of Bethlehem Lutheran 
School in your prayers as we fin-
ish out this crazy school year.  

How We’re Keeping School Open During a Pandemic 
By: Eliza Martinez 



School Telephone:  303-233-0401 
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Lutheran Education Scholarship Fund 
By: Dale Wagner 

Bethlehem has been providing 
scholarships for over 32 years 
to members wishing to further 
their Christian education. Fund-
ing has been provided through 
a modest amount in the annual 
church budget but has mainly 
been provided by the generous 
contributions of Bethlehem 
members. 
 

We have been blessed over 
the years by having a steady 
stream of students desiring to 
study at Concordia Seminary 
and other Concordia colleges 

to pursue a career with the Lu-
theran Church.   

Increased tuition, student hous-
ing and material costs, com-
bined with a continuing num-
ber of applicants, means that 
the scholarship fund needs 
your support.  If the Lord 
guides you to help you can 
send contributions directly to 
the church office.  If you have a 
preference, please specify 
whether you wish your dona-
tions to go to the College (& 
Seminary) or High School 
Scholarship Fund.  If you have 

questions, you may contact 
Terry and Karen Donze-303-
420-7876, Walt and Karen Eg-
gers-303-431-4490, Dale and 
Marty Wagner-303-972-9431 or 
Sandy Wendelin-303-238-
7676. 
 

Your past support is truly wel-
comed and appreciated and 
our heartfelt thanks go out to 
you.  Please help us continue 
sharing God’s wonderful boun-
ty by supporting and praying 
for Bethlehem’s Christian out-
reach. 

Why You Should Eat the Chocolate 
By: Eliza Martinez 

You probably started seeing Val-
entine’s Day chocolate on store 
shelves the day after Christmas. 
You might even have stocked up 
on your favorites. While there’s 
definite proof that too many calo-
ries and too much sugar isn’t a 
healthy choice, there’s also plenty 
of evidence that chocolate is 
good for you in moderate 
amounts. The trick is to choose 
the dark variety, which has proven 
to be a delicious way to fight in-
flammation, which plays a role in 
many health conditions, from 
heart disease to diabetes. Use 
these tips to choose the best 
chocolate for your health: 

 

• Choose dark chocolate varie-
ties that have a cocoa per-
centage of at least 70%. High-
er is even better. The more 
cocoa, the more flavanols, 
which are the nutrients that 
control inflammation associat-

ed with health problems.  

• Read the ingredient list and 
check for cocoa, chocolate or 
cacao as the first ingredient. 
Because ingredients are listed 
in descending order, this tells 
you that the candy is mostly 
chocolate. If sugar is the first 
ingredient, it’s not a good can-
dy choice and is likely full of 
empty calories.  

• Buy the mini versions. This 
keeps you from eating too 
much candy in one sitting, but 
still allows you to enjoy your 
favorite Valentine’s Day choc-
olates. Remember that even 
dark chocolate has calories so 
you don’t want to overdo it.  

 

• Antioxidants are molecules 
that keep free radicals in 
check. Free radicals can lead 
to things like cancer and heart 
disease. Dark chocolate is 
very high in antioxidants. In 

fact, it contains more antioxi-
dants than apples. You 
shouldn’t replace apples with 
chocolate, but it’s nice to 
know that when you do in-
dulge, you’re getting some 
health benefits at the same 
time.  

 

Chocolate has also been linked to 
slowed rates of cognitive decline 
and may boost athletic perfor-
mance when eaten before exer-
cise. As an added bonus, the anti-
oxidants in chocolate have anti-
aging benefits too.  

 

So, this Valentine’s Day, go ahead 
and eat the chocolate! 

February 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

School Enroll-
ment opens 

2 3 4 5 6 

7 

Youth Group 
resumes on 

8 9 10 11 

Lifelight Spring 
Session 

12 13 

14 

Happy Valen-
tine’s Day 

15 16 

PPC Voters 
Meeting (via 

Zoom) 

17 

Ash Wednes-
day 

18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28       
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We will be holding elections for those posi-
tions after the February 16 Voters Meeting.  At 
the virtual Voters Meeting, you can hear from 
the candidates, and voting will take place 
online immediately after the meeting. 

  

The positions that are open at this time are: 

• President (1 position), replacing Jean Wen-
delin, who has completed her maximum two 
terms under the Constitution and Bylaws. 

• Secretary (1), Autumn Lawrence has com-
pleted her first term and is willing to run for a 
second term. 

• PPC At-Large (2), we need to elect a re-
placement for Mike Haywood.  Spencer 
Tscherpel has completed his first term and is 
willing to run for a second term. 

• Spiritual Care VIT (1), replacing or re-

electing Dave Beverlin 

• Discipleship VIT (1), replacing or re-electing 
Renee Harper 

• Day School VIT (1), replacing or re-electing 
Marla Lohmann 

• Ministry Support VIT (1), replacing Randy 
Belknap 

  

Thanks to all of the folks listed above, who 
have served Bethlehem well and faithfully. 
Please give prayerful deliberation to whether 
you or someone you know is able to serve 
Bethlehem in these critical roles.  If you wish to 
nominate yourself for any of these roles, or if 
you would like to nominate someone else, 
please reach out to the church office at bethle-
hem@bethlehemdenver.com.   
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LWML Update 
By: Marlene Dreier 

We will be meeting at church on Febru-
ary 13.  Pastor Langewisch will be giving a Bible 
Study.  
 
Our total Mission goal is $83.960.28 of which 
$25,964.28 has been paid. 
 
Another of our District Mission Grants is Mercy 
Meals of Colorado Springs.  Volunteers from Im-
manuel Lutheran Church, Colorado Springs, and 
surrounding churches gather to assemble Mercy 
Meal bags that are shipped internationally by Or-
phan Grain Train to places like the war-torn Re-
public of Georgia.  They package an average of 
360 meal bags a week, with a cost of 13 cents per 
bag and have at least 15 volunteers at work ses-

sions.  The Christian organizations that receive and 
distribute these Mercy Meals present the Gospel 
to those receiving the meals, providing the spiritu-
al food that endures to eternal life.  This grant 
would provide supplies for two shipments of Mer-
cy Meals while more donors and volunteers are 
sought out to continue this life-giving minis-
try.  Grant amount:  $5,000 
 
We would welcome your mites for this and our 
other grants to be met.  Your mite boxes can be 
dropped off at church or a check can be mailed to 
Lorraine Albrecht or Bethlehem with a note indi-
cating "LWML Mites".   

The Jew & the Gentile 
By: Mary Anne Brossman 

I remembered the other day about sitting on the steps 
of the Art Building on a Midwestern campus in 1971 
conversing with a new friend. I was a 21-year-old 
Christian from a small Midwestern town; he was a 21-
year-old Jew from Philadelphia.  

Our conversation turned to faith and religion. He asked 
me if I was a practicing Christian. I told him I was. He 
followed up with that he was not a practicing Jew ex-
cept for high holy days when his family attended syna-
gogue for services. He further told me about his moth-
er being a child in Auschwitz where she witnessed the 
death of her grandparents and father. Her mother was 
spared and later on when they were liberated a Chris-
tian family from Sweden rescued the two of them.  

I thought this was a good time to bring up Jesus. He 
listened to everything I had to say and remarked that 
he didn’t really think Jesus was the Messiah and would 
never change his beliefs.  

We’re about to begin a study of the Parables of Jesus 

in Lifelight. In the People’s Commentary-Matthew, Je-
sus was asked why he spoke in parables and he re-
plied both to reveal and conceal. “Parables revealed 
truth to believers but concealed that same truth from 
certain unbelievers.” A parable is a great way to get 
the point (truth) across because they are easy to re-
member. Is there anyone out there who hears the 
word prodigal and doesn’t think parable? This will be 
an excellent study! 

My friend and I remained close for years. I told him 
that Jesus would love for him to believe and help him 
along the way with His special touch. But his heart was 
hardened apparently from birth forward. God tells us 
this can happen to anyone at any time. It is sad. but it’s 
sadder yet for those who were raised in the faith and 
knowledge of Jesus that do not practice their faith. 
Maybe even more so. 
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Turmoil 
By: Martha Rowley 

It has been an unusual year.  A frightening year, a sad 
year and a year where it was difficult to find hope.  
The pandemic has kept us apart physically and lone-
liness and isolation is not good for the soul.  Many 
people have said they would give anything for a hug, 
but the pandemic has robbed us of physical touch. 
Food insecurity and lost jobs are other problems 
we've faced this year. Not to mention the loss of 
loved ones, as evidenced by the many funerals here 
at Bethlehem.  

It has also been a year of violence.  Violence against 
race, religion and politics.  God does not see us 
based on our skin color, our church denomination or 
our political focus. He sees our hearts.  He sees us as 
His dearly loved children.  “Follow God’s example, 
therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the 
way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself 
up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” 
Ephesians 5:1-2 

We need to measure our words and love one anoth-
er.  We need to listen less to 

the rhetoric on television and the written word and 
focus more on coming together and studying the 
Word of God.  We need to sing more and mingle 
more in safe ways.  Music soothes the soul and hu-
man connection works the same way. 

2021 is going to be different.  The vaccines are being 
delivered.  We may not get them as soon as we 
would like but we will get them.  We must believe 
that.  We are going to Love On each other.  We are 
going to see the Light at the end of the tunnel.   

Please feel free to contact Martha Rowley at mar-
tha.rowley@comcast.net or 303-425-6971 or 303-909
-3527 or Pastor Tim Wendelin at twen-
delin@bethlehemdenver.com for a confidential re-
quest for a Stephen Minister.  You are loved! 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding; in all your ways submit to 
Him, and He will make your ways straight.” Proverbs 
3:5-6 

At our January 11th 
meeting we were 
honored to have 
Vicar PJ and his 
wife Melanie as 
our guests. Vicar 
PJ gave the devo-
tions based on 2 

Samuel, chapter 9 which tells the 
story of King David and his kind-
ness to his friend Jonathan’s son 
whose name was Mephibosheth. 

Vicar PJ gave us a little information 
into his and Melanie’s backgrounds 
and how they met. Both desire to 
plant new churches in Argentina .  

Melanie is due to give birth in 9 
days and we were so happy to give 

this couple a baby shower at our 
meeting. They received many use-
ful baby gifts. Mary Martha Society 
also gave the Vicar a check for do-
ing the program and a beautifully 
decorated box for them full of reci-
pes from our members. 

We meet the second Tuesday of 
the month at 9:00 AM in the Com-
mons. All must wear a mask and 
we only have three ladies at each 
table. 

We send our sympathies to Hazel 
Hartbarger on the sudden death of 
her dear husband Tom and our 
sympathies to Lori Beverlin on the 
death of her mother Nellie Ulrich. 
Please keep these families in your 

prayers as they grieve the loss of 
their loved ones.  

A verse for us to remember during 
this Covid pandemic is: Isaiah 41:10 
“So do not fear, for I am with you; 
do not be dismayed, for I am 
your God.” 

We don’t know what the future 
holds but we do know who holds 
the future. 

Mary Martha Update 
By: Margaret Wahl 
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