
CONNECT WITH ONE ANOTHER 

 CONNECT WITH GOD'S WORD - John 15:1-5       I Am the True Vine

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit
he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3
Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As
the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in
me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears
much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.

I AM is our seven-week sermon series that explores each of the seven “I Am” statements that Jesus
makes in the Gospel of John starting with John 6:32-51. Each “I Am” declaration illustrates a specific

revelation of Jesus’ character and testifies to his divinity. Also, each of the “I Am” announcements
reveal our spiritual needs and how Jesus perfectly meets each and every one.

From Worship to Weekday - February 14

“I am the true vine” (John 15:1, 5). 
The final metaphorical “I am” statement in the Gospel of John emphasizes the sustaining power of

Christ. We are the branches, and He is the vine. Just as a branch cannot bear fruit unless it is joined
in vital union with the vine, only those who are joined to Christ and receive their power from Him

produce fruit in the Christian life.

1)   How did you see God at work this past week?
2)   What has God been teaching you in his Word this week?
3)   How do you organize your day? Are you a list maker or do you “go with the flow"?
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What makes a vine a really good image for Jesus to use as he tries to help us understand who he is?

This is the second I AM in our sermon series that has an adjective or qualifier in it.  Why might Jesus
have added “true” to the description of himself as the vine?

Apart from Jesus, you can do nothing, nothing of significance and true meaning.  How do people
search for significance and meaning in life that is apart from Jesus?

Jesus calls the outcome of abiding in the true vine producing or bearing fruit. Sometimes we will
latch onto that “produce” word and talk about productivity.  It is not the number of things on your
checklist and how many you can get done.  It is the quality of the things on your checklist, and doing
the right ones, the ones that match you, who you are, your gift set.  How do you determine the
priorities of your day?

Distractions, disorganization, miscommunication can impact your productivity.  Are any of those
affecting your productivity, and keeping you from bearing fruit?

What is the “magic formula” for being productive in verse 5?

People want productivity, they want fruit, but they want it without being connected to the Vine. What
are you doing that is productive, but you are doing it without being connected to the vine?

Are you abiding in Jesus?  Were you yesterday?  Will you be tomorrow?  Hear Jesus, because he is
providing a warning to you in verse 6.  What is the warning?

When you are bearing fruit as a Jesus follower you are not just an attender of worship, not just a
viewer online, not even just a believer. You are making disciples. How can you bear fruit by making
disciples?

Bearing fruit is so important, God is willing to hurt you to produce it. How do you feel about that?

There are two actions of the gardener in Jesus’s words that involve what might be considered
hurting the branch. Both involve cutting. What are they and what is the purpose?

How do the branches on a grapevine produce grapes?  How do you stay connected to the vine?

Test to see if you are understanding your mission in life correctly. Which of these rings true for you?  
“I need to produce fruit so I stay connected to the Vine,” or “I need to stay connected to the Vine so I
can bear fruit.”  



CONNECT WITH GOD IN PRAYER

Here is another test to see if you have heard Jesus’ words the way he intended them.  Does what you
are doing give you joy?  When you hear Jesus talking about abiding in him, does it fill you with joy? 
 Does the prospect of bearing fruit, living the life God designed for you, with the productivity he
intended for you, spark joy in you?  What might you start doing to abide in him?

Quotable Quotes
“Many Christians spend six days a week sowing wild oats and then come to church 

and pray for crop failure." 

“God, do what you need to do so that I might be even more fruitful.”  


