
CONNECT WITH ONE ANOTHER 

From Worship to Weekday - March 7

1)   How did you see God at work this past week?
2)   What has God been teaching you in his Word this week?
3)   Recall a time when you gave a gift that brought you great joy in the giving. 

Because of the work of Jesus, we have given invaluable blessings that cannot be measured. However, we
always must consider that following Jesus costs us something too. To become one of his, we must

become obedient, obedient to the point of death. As we go through lent and reflect on what it cost Jesus
to rescue us from sin, death, and the devil, we also take time to size up the cost of this journey.

Charity and Stewardship
Following Jesus can cost us our possessions. As Christians, we know that these are really God’s to

begin with. God invites us to live a life of charity and stewardship, giving resources and possessions in
a way that helps us detach from them as idols.

The Widow's Offering  Mark 12:41-44
41 And he sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people putting money into the offering box.
Many rich people put in large sums. 42 And a poor widow came and put in two small copper coins,
which make a penny.[f] 43 And he called his disciples to him and said to them, “Truly, I say to you, this
poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the offering box. 44 For they all
contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she
had to live on.”

Giving to the Needy   Matthew 6:1-4
6 “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, for then you
will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven.  “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no
trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by
others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let
your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father
who sees in secret will reward you.

Lay Up Treasures in Heaven    Matthew 6:19-21
19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust[a] destroy and where thieves
break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys
and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%206%3A1-4%2CMatthew%206%3A19-21&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23302a
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GOING DEEPER

Acts 20:32-35
32 And now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to
give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33 I coveted no one's silver or gold or
apparel. 34 You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities and to those who
were with me. 35 In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the
weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than
to receive.’

Spiritual disciplines are a form of exercise in a way. Just like you might lift weights or run, it’s a time
of discomfort for your body with the aim of strengthening it.  We can put ourselves through
discomfort for a time with the goal of strengthening our spirit, our faith, and our trust in God. Do
you practice any spiritual disciplines?

Using the definition above how are charity and stewardship considered spiritual disciplines that
exercise your heart?

How does the word stewardship describe a Christian’s relationship with money?

Jesus sometimes has to cut that which we love, a temptation out of our life so that we can fully love
him.  Is there something in your life that is getting in the way of your ability to put Jesus first?

How is stewardship be a first commandment issue?

Recall the life story of Lucy of Syracuse, known as St. Lucy or St. Lucia that the Vicar shared in the
sermon.  How did that story reveal Lucy’s heart?  What stories of your life reveal your heart? Share
that with others in your group, not for self-glory, but to bless others. 

With our charity and stewardship we not only are a blessing to our neighbor, which is worthy in and
of itself, but we are further aligning our hearts with God and with his son Jesus. How do charity and
stewardship do this?

In what ways do charity and stewardship allow you to say “Jesus is Lord,” with your lips and with
your life as well?

CONNECT WITH GOD IN PRAYER



Pray the Lord's Prayer.


