
“Direct My Path”
Quite often, Christians will make plans for their lives and invite God to bless the plans. What if, before

making any plans, we went to God, with complete and open submission to his plan and purpose? What if,
instead of asking God to bless what we want to do, we find out what God is blessing and do that? “Direct

my path" opens the door of opportunity in our romantic relationships, our career pursuits, our
friendships, our business decisions, our recreational activities. This is a prayer that can unleash God’s

goodness in every area of life… if we’re not too scared to pray it.

Warning Against Worldliness - James 4:1-8a

1 What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war
within you?2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and
quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask
wrongly, to spend it on your passions. 4 You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the
world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy
of God. 5 Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the
spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? 6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the
proud but gives grace to the humble.” 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will
flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.

CONNECT WITH ONE ANOTHER 

From Worship to Weekday - April 11

1)   How did you see God at work this past week?
2)   What has God been teaching you in his Word this week?
3)   What is it that you tend not to include in your prayers?

Dangerous prayers are those which release control over the situation and invite answers from God that
may take us down paths we did not anticipate, want, or even appreciate. The only thing that makes

these prayers dangerous, however, is our own sense of what is right and good. So, in reality, there is
nothing dangerous about handing the reigns to God, who only works good for us… the best for us. 

In fact, the only danger is to not offer these prayers.
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GOING DEEPER
Which of the prayers that we will explore over the next four weeks seem most dangerous to you
because it will require you to release control over the situation and invite answers from God that may
take you down paths you do not anticipate, want, or even appreciate?

1) God, direct my path
2) God, grant me humility
3) God, give me patience
4) God, help me forgive

For this week we will look at the path you are walking in life and what God directing that path might
do for you.  A prayer like, “God, direct my life” can open doors of opportunity for you in your romantic
relationships, your career pursuits, your business decisions, your recreational life.  How could your
life look different, if God directed these areas of your life, and you got out of the way?

Pastor Langewisch told the story of the lost missionary from Africa who, when asked to look at the
signs at the corner of where he was said, “I am at the corner of ‘WALK’ and ‘DON’T WALK.” Where are
you at the corner of “WALK” and “DON’T WALK” in your decision-making right now?

Proverbs 3:5-6 gives you direction when you are at the intersection of “walk” and “don’t walk.”
     • Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
     • And do not lean on your own understanding.
     • In all your ways acknowledge him,
     • And he will make straight your paths.
What phrase of this Bible passage is hardest for you to practice?

Are you ever like the person who goes to the architect to design a house for you when all you really
want is your design to be approved and the satisfaction of seeing it drawn out on paper?

So, let’s look at the “houses” we design.  In James 4 he calls out two things that happen in those
houses: quarrels and fights.  What are the things that are so important to you that they cause
quarrels and fights with others in your “house?”

Until you own your place in the conflict in your life, it will never stop. How does this address the
conflict?

Things we care deeply about, our passions, are often at the root of conflict.  Dishonorable, sinful
passion make us children of wrath, and feed a sinful nature in us that has declared war on us, the
people in our life, and even on God.  What are some of the “dishonorable, sinful passions” you see in
your life or the lives of others close to you?  Have you prayed “Lord, direct my path” in those
circumstances?



In James we read “You do not have, because you do not ask.  You ask and do not receive, because you
ask wrongly. How do we ask wrongly?

Read Romans 8:26-27. Even when we pray for the wrong things, and for the wrong reason we can be
assured that the Holy Spirit will intercede and straighten it all out.  How does knowledge of this affect
your prayer life?

To whom does God give grace…undeserved gifts, kindness and favor?

Verses 7 and 8 outlines the action plan for a healthy prayer life.  What is it and what does that look like
in ones prayer life?

CONNECT TO GOD IN PRAYER
Pray about your prayer life and thank God that the Spirit intercedes when you don't know when,
how, and for what to pray.


