
“Pray for Patience ”
The prayer for patience seems in conflict with many of our other prayers, e.g. “Help me get this job…

now.” “Lord, I’m ready to be done with this pain… today." Patience, however, is the attitude of the heart
that sees a bigger picture than the present -- God’s good and saving purposes in all things. Patience
allows the clock to tick on God’s timing as his plan unfolds. Patience releases control from the mortal

human who only sees in part, to the immortal God who sees all things. Learning patience, however, can
be uncomfortable, because it is only strengthened as it is tested.

Psalm 37:3-9
3Trust in the Lord, and do good;
    dwell in the land and befriend faithfulness.
4 Delight yourself in the Lord,
    and he will give you the desires of your heart.
5 Commit your way to the Lord;
    trust in him, and he will act.
6 He will bring forth your righteousness as the light,
    and your justice as the noonday.
7 Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him;
    fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way,
    over the man who carries out evil devices!
8 Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath!
    Fret not yourself; it tends only to evil.
9 For the evildoers shall be cut off,
    but those who wait for the Lord shall inherit the land.

CONNECT WITH ONE ANOTHER 

From Worship to Weekday - April 25, Confirmation Sunday

1)   How did you see God at work this past week?
2)   What has God been teaching you in his Word this week?
3)   When were you confirmed? Where? What about the experience was memorable?

Dangerous prayers are those which release control over the situation and invite answers from God that
may take us down paths we did not anticipate, want, or even appreciate. The only thing that makes

these prayers dangerous, however, is our own sense of what is right and good. So, in reality, there is
nothing dangerous about handing the reigns to God, who only works good for us… the best for us. 

In fact, the only danger is to not offer these prayers.
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Dangerous prayers are prayers in which the answers to these prayers may take us down roads not of
our choosing. How could praying “God, give me patience” be a dangerous prayer?   

If patience is a gift, a fruit of the Spirit, why are people sometimes afraid to pray for it?

To pray “God, give me patience,” God will change the tempo of your internal clock today. He will move it
to tick on his timing of things. What in your day will be adjusted? 

For what are you wanting a quick answer from God right now? Why might God be slow to answer in this
case?

Does instant access to information through your computer or your phone help or hinder your
patience?

“The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not
wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.” So, why is God patient? How does
that motivate you toward patience? 

Patience and trust go hand in hand. Now, there are challenges to this trust.  What are those challenges
and what does the Bible say in Psalm 37? 

A life of patience is active. There are three things that one does when practicing a life of patience.  What
are they as outlined in verses 4, 5, and 7. What does your active life of patience look like? 

What does God do when you delight yourself in the Lord, commit your way to him, trust him and wait in
stillness?   

Worry and anger will rob you of patience. What are we to do in the midst of worry and anger? How hard
is that for you?

How is impatience a sin? What has God done for our impatience?

God doesn’t expect your patience to be eternal, just until his perfect action comes.

CONNECT TO GOD IN PRAYER


