From Worship to Weekday - May 2, 2021
Dangerous prayers are those which release control over the situation and invite answers from God that
may take us down paths we did not anticipate, want, or even appreciate. The only thing that makes
these prayers dangerous, however, is our own sense of what is right and good. So, in reality, there is
nothing dangerous about handing the reigns to God, who only works good for us… the best for us.
In fact, the only danger is to not offer these prayers.

CONNECT WITH ONE ANOTHER
1) How did you see God at work this past week?
2) What has God been teaching you in his Word this week?
3) Which of the "dangerous prayers" has been hardest for you to pray?

“Help Me Forgive”
Human relationships are continually challenged by moments of offense and wounding. Often, these
moments carry deep and lasting hurt, making the words, “I forgive you” seemingly impossible to think, let
alone speak. Asking God for help in this area will not only release the person needing forgiveness but the
person who has been withholding the forgiveness as well. To not forgive someone is to drink poison and
expect your enemy to die. Any reluctance to forgive disappears once we truly grasp how Christ has forgiven
us. Sometimes this prayer is also accompanied by the prayer, “Help me forget.” However, sometimes
remembering the sin makes the action of forgiveness that much more powerful.
The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant - Matthew 18:21-35
21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive him?
As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times.
23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his
servants. 24 When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25
And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he
had, and payment to be made. 26 So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me,
and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and
forgave him the debt. 28 But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who
owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 So his
fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 He refused
and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow servants saw what had
taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken
place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt
because you pleaded with me. 33 And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had
mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35
So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”
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GOING DEEPER

Is there one thing that you are having a hard time forgiving right now?
Christians sometimes struggle with being the one that is doing the forgiving because the wounds that
come from the action or interaction that needs forgiveness are really deep. What tends to get in the
way of forgiving others in your life? Pride? Anger? Fear? Something else?
Do you struggle with a score-keeping mentality when it comes to forgiveness? Which part of a scorekeeping mentality do you lean towards? Is it, "How often does my brother sin against me?" or "How
often do I forgive?"
In the sermon, Pastor Langewisch said, "Not forgiving someone is like drinking poison and expecting
your enemy to die." How is this so?
What is the significance of the number 7 in the Bible and why is 7 and multiples of 7 used in the
discussion of forgiveness?
When it comes to giving and receiving forgiveness, you can stop forgiving others when you want God to
stop forgiving you. While true, what is the Christian's motivation for forgiving others?
The point of this story is that we all have a judgment day coming, a day to pay our debt, and when that
day comes, the debt will be more than we can pay. This debt of sin demands justice, punishment for
that sin. But the punishment is removed and the debt forgiven.
Now, allow yourself to picture your appearance before the King of Kings and Lord of lords. Your debt
cannot be paid. You have heard your sentence, "The soul that sins shall die." And then, God says to
you, "you are released." The consequences you deserve have been taken away by Jesus. God will
never call in payment because Jesus paid it in full. Discuss how this truth impacts you.
Part two of the story reveals that when those who have been forgiven refuse to forgive the King find out
and the King punishes. So, how shall we live in light of this? What is your call to action as one who has
been freed from the punishment deserved and the debt to be paid for your sin?
You have been given an incredible gift as God in Christ has forgiven you. Give that gift away. And when
you're struggling with that, pray the dangerous prayer, "God, help me forgive." And he will. How many
times?

CONNECT TO GOD IN PRAYER

