
Romans 7:21-25
 21 So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 22 For in my inner
being I delight in God’s law; 23 but I see another law at work in me, waging war against the law of my
mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. 24 What a wretched man I am!
Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? 25 Thanks be to God, who delivers me
through Jesus Christ our Lord!
So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in my sinful nature[a] a slave to the law of
sin.

CONNECT WITH ONE ANOTHER 
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About the Sermon Series: Us vs. Them

The unfortunate reputation Christianity has amongst many Americans is “this is the group of people
who are against all kinds of things”; against homosexuality, against abortion, against science, against

fun. This list goes on. While it is important for Christians to take a stand on moral issues, the Christian
faith is primarily one that is for people, not against them. It is the story of God’s grace and mercy for all.
This sermon series, entitled “Us vs. Them”, explores what a right relationship looks like with what many

view as “enemies” of the Church.
 

Christians and the LGBTQ+ Community:  If there ever was a conversation in which we need to
learn how to speak the truth in love, it is in the conversation about sexual orientation and attraction.
Scripture does not single out the LGBTQ+ community but addresses all mankind as sinfully skewed in
desires, thoughts, and actions. This departure from healthy desires inflicts real harm on those
struggling with sin, especially wrestling with sexual identity and desires. When Christians begin with
their own need for grace, reaching out in compassion, powerful things can happen to restore a
person’s identity in Christ.

1)   How did you see God at work this past week?
2)   What has God been teaching you in his Word this week?
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CONNECT WITH GOD'S WORD

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%207%3A21-25&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28117a


Genesis 1:27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and
female he created them.

1 Corinthians 6:9-11 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?
Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who
practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will
inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified,
you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

I Corinthians 6:12-20 12 “All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are
lawful for me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. 13 “Food is meant for the stomach and the
stomach for food”—and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for sexual
immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14 And God raised the Lord and will also
raise us up by his power. 15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then
take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! 16 Or do you not know
that he who is joined to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is written, “The two will
become one flesh.” 17 But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18 Flee from
sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral
person sins against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy
Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a
price. So glorify God in your body.

Why is the topic of gender identity and sexual attraction an uncomfortable topic for Christians to
discuss? 

Why does the discussion sometimes turn to anger?

If the desire to dialog with anyone about a divisive topic is to speak God’s grace and truth, so they
might know freedom from the bondage of sin, does that impact your approach when talking with
someone who identifies as LBGTQ? 

This is not a discussion about those “out there.” “We” are dealing with this. We all know someone who
is dealing with gender identity or sexual attraction issues. As we explore how thoughts and desires
might be distorted, there’s not a single one of us who isn’t struggling with this. For some, it may be in
the area of sexuality, but sin has hit us all equally. Apostle Paul goes at this issue in Romans chapter 7.
What pronouns does Paul use as he talks about the ravages of sin? 

How is talking about your own sin first a helpful approach to discussing a sin issue with others?

There are two laws at work in Paul and you and me, or two forces. One wants to do the right thing.
One wants to do the wrong thing. One sets a person free. The other holds him or her captive. Paul is
in conflict within himself. We are too. How can this be motivation to address sin in your life and sin
issues in the lives of others?

CONNECT WITH GOD 



CONNECT WITH GOD IN PRAYER

Many people think this whole LGBTQ discussion is about biological urges and sex. There is a certain
element of that. But at the heart of this is an identity issue. They are asking, “Where do I find my
sense of belonging and acceptance?” “Who am I?” “ Who is like me?” How does a Christian answer
those questions, and how is identity shaped in the life of a Christ-follower? Read Galatians 2:20.

If our desires, our inclinations, even our past behaviors do not define us. What does?

In I Corinthians 6, Paul goes through a whole list of nasty behaviors. Sexual immorality is the first
one he mentions, but sexual sin permeates the list. He also mentions adultery. He mentions
homosexuality. And he mentions all those because some of the people in that church had been
sexually immoral, committing adultery, engaging in homosexual activity. But what does he say in
verse 11? What moved those in the church from their false identity to something new?


