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About the Sermon Series: Hindsight
We often picture ourselves walking through life looking forward in time as we step into

situations.  But the truth is, we cannot know or see what has not happened yet.  We can only
know and truly see what has happened: for us personally, with others who live with us now or
have gone before us, and with the God who repeatedly calls us to remember his deeds.  As we

“back into the future”, healthy hindsight is the key to a meaningful and joy-filled life.

Our personal mistakes are more than opportunities for forgiveness. Our mistakes are teaching
points for God, as he shapes us into the image of his Son, Jesus Christ. What lessons can we learn
from an honest look at our missteps? However, we must be careful. Hindsight is not 20/20, and our
need to justify ourselves or disparage ourselves can taint the accuracy of our assessments. This is
where we turn to God’s Word, to get an accurate picture of our past and what that means for our
future.

I Timothy 1:12-17 12
I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me faithful,
appointing me to his service, 13 though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent
opponent. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the grace
of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 The saying is
trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 16 But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the
foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to
believe in him for eternal life. 17 To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be
honor and glory forever and ever.   Amen.

1)   How did you see God at work this past week?
2)   What has God been teaching you in his Word this week?



When was the last time you had to say “my bad” or “it’s my fault”? How about in your spiritual
life?

How did Paul feel about being chosen by God to deliver his message of hope and grace? 

In the verses just before our reading, Paul has made a list of sinners who need the indicting
word of the Law. Make your own list. What kinds of sin are prevalent in the lives of those
around you? What sin is prevalent in your life?

Sometimes we stray just a little from God’s desire and plan for us and it doesn’t seem too bad
at first. Then, as time progresses, what was just “a little bit” results in a life quite different than
what God desires for us. That is the nature of sin. What does God do when you are “that far
off” from being the person God wants you to be? See verses 13 and 16.

How is receiving mercy essential for helping you move into the future?

In the sermon Pastor said, “Our mistakes become a platform for how God uses us.” What
stories have you heard of people who have lived terrible lives, and are now using the wrongs
of their past as a platform to share God’s mercy with others?

Mercy brings undeserved forgiveness through Jesus Christ. Mercy means our relationship with
God is restored. But it does not stop there. We look in hindsight at what God has done for us
in Christ, because those very places in our lives where we have been broken become strategic
launching pads for his purpose in our lives, in helping as many people as possible become fully
alive in Jesus. How might your story of God’s mercy be a strategic launching pad in helping
others?

Why would God pick Paul? Why would God pick the worst sinner, the foremost of sinners, to
do his work? Why does God pick you?

Since you are given the “gift of a second half” through Christ’s grace and mercy, how are you
going to finish the game? 
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