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Fully Alive

I’m On the Team, Now What?
By David Langewisch

One of the first things that happens to an athlete 
when he or she joins a new team is getting a copy 

of the playbook. “I’m on the team…now what?” “Here 
are the plays we run. This is how we function as a team.” 
Bethlehem has a bold vision of ministry in wanting as 
many people as possible becoming fully alive in Jesus. If you 
are reading this article, you have most likely joined our 
team to make that happen. Now what?

If you open the Bethlehem playbook, you will 
quickly discover we have organized ourselves around 
three pillars of our ministry: Worship, the Discipleship 
Pathway, and School Ministries. These are the three 
environments in which we are encouraging, equipping, 
and empowering people to be Spirit-led champions. 
Our goal is to unleash each person’s leadership calling, 
to partner with God in transforming people… people 
like us… who are hurting, wounded, and lost. In each 

of these areas, Worship, the 
Discipleship Pathway, and School 
Ministries, we are connecting 
people to Jesus so they will begin to 
experience fullness of life in him.

So, when the whistle blows, 
what does this mean? First, it 
means weekly worship. We follow 
the Master’s playbook in a Biblical 
pattern of weekly worship. Missing a 
week is like missing a game. Second, this means connecting 
on the Discipleship Pathway, engaging with at least one 
LifeGroup for service, personal growth, and fellowship. 
And third, we rally around our School Ministries, 
championing our school and early learning center as key 
discipleship training centers. Connecting with these three 
pillars will not only get you in sync with our team, it will 
help us win the game.   

It is said that 
years only go faster 
as you age, and 
that never seemed 
truer than now. I 
cannot believe that 
my year as Vicar at 
Bethlehem is already 
wrapping up. As we 
get ready to depart, 
I wanted to give my 
sincerest thank you 

to the whole Bethlehem family for your warm welcome, 

unbelievable hospitality, and loving encouragement during 
our time here. Bethlehem will forever hold a special place 
in our hearts, not only for being our home for vicarage 
but also for being where we welcomed our first child into 
the world. As many of you have heard, in July our family 
will move to Buenos Aires, Argentina. We will live down 
there for a year while I study at Argentina’s Lutheran 
seminary, Seminario Concordia. We are working hard to 
learn as much Spanish as possible before our departure. 
While in South America, we are excited to follow the 
happenings back here in Colorado. I sense so much energy 
and momentum here at Bethlehem. I cannot wait to see 
the fruits of this in the years to come. You all will be in our 
prayers and thoughts. 

Love, PJ, Melanie & Talek Aarsvold.

PJ’s Farewell Message
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By Sandy Wendelin
A way for everyone to worship from anywhere at 

any time! Church By Phone is another way for you, 
your family, and your friends to worship. Church by 
phone is for anyone who has a phone and cannot 
physically attend worship or who does not have or 
want to use a computer to watch the recorded service. 
When restrictions kept us from gathering in person, 
Bethlehem was able to deliver excellent recordings 
of the worship service each week. The sermon and 
prayers could be heard on radio station KLTT 670 AM 
on Sunday at 11:00 am and 4:30 pm. Now, we have a 
way for just about everyone to participate in worship 

every single week by the new addition of Church By 
Phone. 

 To participate in Church by Phone, call anytime to 
listen to the most recent worship service. Press 1 to 
sign up and receive a call every week on Sunday at 
10:30 am and listen to the service, or stay on the line 
to hear the most recent service.  Give it a try right 
now by calling 720.506.4508.

Church by Phone

THANK YOU!

It was suggested that the Fully Alive newsletter be 
included  as a link in the email blasts that you recieve. 
Thanks to Kim and Grace, you can now access it 
through this additional venue. ...And the bonus is we 
reach a broader audience with no costs incurred for 
printing and postage.

REMEMBER, if you want remove your name from 
the mailed paper version, email hhartbarger@
bethlehemdenver.com.

Thank you.

Many positive comments were received regarding the 
look and content of the revised newsletter. In particular 
the new design was noted, especially the stained glass 
masthead. So, who did that? Our very own Matt Park 
spent hours working and reworking the graphics and 
layout. Though incredibly busy, he made time to use his 
talents in such a magnificent way.

THANKS TO MATT PARK FOR ALL HIS WORK AND 
ATTENTION TO DETAIL!

Reminder: If you would you like to reduce the cost 
of newsletter printing and mailing by viewing it online 
or through the link in the weekly email blast, email 
hhartbarger@bethlehemdenver.com. Thank you.

Who Did That?



By Eliza Martinez
It’s that time of year - the school year is ending and 

summer camp will be getting started very soon. This year’s 
theme is God is WILD About You. We have 105 ELC 
campers registered and 143 campers in K-8th grade. We are 
excited to welcome both Bethlehem students and members 
of the community at this year’s summer camp. Camp starts 
on June 1st.

In addition to fun-filled days and spending time with new 
friends and old ones, summer camp will feature water days 
for ELC campers and plenty of fun field trips for the K-8 
campers. They include Pirate’s Cove, Urban Air, Bowlero and 
Adventure Golf. There are also several hikes planned. 

Summer camp will also incorporate Vacation Bible School 
music and activities to teach the kids about Jesus, something 
that isn’t found at any other Denver area summer camp 
programs. That includes singing and dancing, as well as crafts 
and games. 

There is still room to register for summer camp. If you 
or someone you know has a child who needs a safe, fun 
and Jesus-filled place to spend the summer, you can find 
registration information on our website at bethlehemdenver.
com.

By Eliza Martinez
As many of you 
have probably heard, 
Yvette Kampshnieder 
accepted the call to 
serve as Bethlehem’s 
new principal after 
working in an interim 
role for much of the 
school year. Yvette 
has more than 20 
years of experience 
teaching in Lutheran 
schools, with many 
of them being right 
here at Bethlehem. 
Yvette has taught 2nd, 
3rd and 4th grade, 

as well as middle school English and holds her reading 
specialist certificate. In early April, Yvette accepted 
the call and brings her many talents to our students 
and their families. “I rejoice in this new call and our 
continued partnership in the ministry here at Bethlehem. 
I ask for your continued prayers for God to help me 
on this journey.  May the Lord continue to bless us and 
our ministry as He has been so generous in all of His 
blessings each and every day,” says Yvette. 
We are hoping that next school year will be a little 
easier than this one has been with the COVID 
restrictions, but we are grateful for Yvette’s leadership 
and the way she has worked to take care of the students 
and the teachers this year. God has blessed us with a 
new leader and we are excited to see what is in store 
for Bethlehem.

By Marlene Drier
What does LWML look like at Bethlehem? Basically, 

it’s about mission support, as well as learning and 
growing together. And we have fun, too. Our May meeting 
was a salad luncheon enjoyed by 12 ladies at Nancy 
Larson’s house.

Here’s what LWML is about:  
• Mission Statement Goal: As the Lutheran Women in 

Mission League (LWML) we joyfully proclaim Christ, 
support missions and equip women to honor God 
by serving others.

• Vision Statement: LWML is the leading group for 
LCMS women where each woman is welcomed and 

encouraged to use her unique God-given gifts as 
she supports global missions and serves the Lord 
with gladness.

• Object:  Mission Education, Mission Inspiration, 
Mission Service, Financial Grants for Mission Needs

• Motto:  Serve the Lord with gladness (Psalm 100:2)
So far, our Rocky Mountain District Grant Mite Goal 

has reached 55.75%. And we’re not done yet. As always, 
mite boxes or donations can be dropped off at church 
or a check can beleft marked “Attention: Lorraine” and a 
note indicating “LWML Mites.”  Thank you for continuing 
to support this important work.

NOTE: Our next meeting will be at church on 
Saturday, September 11 at 8:30 a.m. We welcome all who 
would like to join this important outreach.

LWML Update
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By Dean Bartels
The Miracle Workers Coalition is 

pleased to announce the Habitat for 
Humanity 2021 build, which will be our 
10th home.  Starting June 26th, this 
year’s build will be located at 2829 W. 
53rd Ave, just a few blocks north of 
I-70 and Federal Boulevard. It will be a 
3-bedroom two 
story townhome, 
one of a four-unit 
building.

The coalition 
encourages 
everyone to 
consider this 
worthwhile 
outreach mission 
and help a familyin need.  Absolutely no 
experience needed. Build dates this year 
are the following Saturdays:

 June 26, July 10, July 24, July 31
 In addition, this year we are 

offering two other Saturday volunteer 
opportunities, volunteering a half-day at 
the Littleton Restore (Wadsworth and 
Quincy) and all day at the Production 
Shop (6th Avenue and I-25).

June 12  Littleton Restore (AM)
June 19  Production Shop
Aug. 7   Littleton Restore (PM)
Go to MiracleWorkersBuild.

com and click on Get 
Involved. Questions? Contact Dean 
Bartels at 303.985.9874.

Miracle Workers Inspiration and Installation
By Hazel Hartbarger

On May 11 the ladies of Mary Martha 
wrapped up the year in a most inspirational 
way. Devotions were provided by Pastor 
Langewisch followed by the installation 
of officers for the next season (starting 
September 14). Cheryl Baumgartner made 
sure the setting and refreshments were extra 
special for the 27 ladies attending. The featured 
speaker was Lee Shaughnessy of the Rocky Mountain Children’s Health Foundation. The 
organization supports pediatric patients and families when medical treatment demands 
disrupt family order, finances, and functioning. She spoke specifically about the Best Start 
Program, which aligns essential topics of safe sleep, breast feeding, and infant cognitive 
development. This program provides resources and education for families of newborns. 
Lee also spoke about the unique Stink Bug Project, which provides well-trained dogs as 
companions for familieswith children with medical conditions. The ladies of Mary Martha 
generously gathered needed supplies, such as diapers and various baby items.

Officers installed were: Martha Rowley as President, Cheryl Baumgartner as 1st Vice 
President, Hazel Hartbarger as 2nd Vice President, Diana Crisler as Secretary and Nancy 
Polak as Treasurer.

LADIES: Plan to join us on the second Tuesday of every month 
starting September 2021.

Summer Camp 2021

By Sandy Wendelin
Study of the Word continues to flourish at Bethlehem!
The past year wasn’t easy at first.  But, through perseverance, 

openness to new ways, and the hard work of so many, we 
continued to study and grow together. The desire to stay 
connected to a steadfast and unchanging God was especially 
compelling during a time when we couldn’t be connected in 
person. 

 In LifeLight, our largest Bible Study, almost 200 people 
participated. They studied in small groups, through Zoom, 

by independent study or even a hybrid model with people 
gathering together in person and through Zoom! Pastor Tim 
offered two Bible Studies online. New member class, called 
Starting Point, met and people continued to join our ministry 
after participating in the 8-week class. The Friday morning men’s 
Bible study, as well as some home groups, met and continue 
to do so remotely. And groups grew! Not only spiritually but 
numerically as people joined from distant locations. That would 
have been prohibitive in the past! What have we learned? People 
will do whatever it takes to study and grow together. So, we will 
continue to offer Bible studies in a variety of ways so that as 
many people as possible are becoming fully alive in Christ!

Pathways to Learning

Principal Kampschnieder

WHERE’S THE INFO?
Lots of information is available in various places. But how do you find 

it? Well, pay attention to the Sunday bulletin, emails from Bethlehem, and 
ONLINE! Check out upcoming events and activities, newest happenings, 
employment opportunities, ways to get involved, where you can use your 
God-given gifts, etc.

Of course, this newsletter is an option for communications as well. If 
you would like to send in a newsworthy article, please email hhartbarger@
bethlehemdenver.com. Want to see something specific included? Please 
write it up and send it in. As space allows, every effort will be made to 
include it. Newsletter guidelines are available upon request. It is important 
to note that articles are needed before the 15 th of every month. Thank you!


