
Proverbs 9:7-12 
Whoever corrects a scoffer gets himself abuse, and he who reproves a wicked man incurs injury. 8 Do
not reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you; reprove a wise man, and he will love you. 9 Give instruction
to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; teach a righteous man, and he will increase in learning. 10 The
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight. 11 For by
me your days will be multiplied, and years will be added to your life. 12 If you are wise, you are wise for
yourself; if you scoff, you alone will bear it.

Psalm 1:1 
Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor
sits in the seat of scoffers;

Proverbs 13:1 
A wise son hears his father's instruction, but a scoffer does not listen to rebuke.

Proverbs 14:6 
A scoffer seeks wisdom in vain, but knowledge is easy for a man of understanding.
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Worship To Weekday - May 30, 2021

Foolproof: The 5 Fools of the Bible and How Not to Be One
In the Old Testament, the word “fool” is actually a translation of five different Hebrew words. This

series will explore the differences between these five and how to bring the transformational
power of the Gospel to our own foolishness AND our interactions with the “5 fools”.

1)   How did you see God at work this past week?
2)   What has God been teaching you in his Word this week?
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CONNECT WITH GOD'S WORD

The Scorning Fool
For some people, the only way you can get them to change their evil ways is through rebuke and

punishment. This is the scorning fool. And even this is met with resistance from the scorning fool. This
kind of fool detests people and ideas that contradict how he or she is thinking. It is important for us to
examine the ways we might fall into this foolishness, and with repentant hearts, fall before the throne

of Christ for his forgiveness. 



                             

Do you have a prayer that you pray hesitantly because you would like to learn it before God would have
to resort to more unpleasant means to get you to where you need to be?

This week we think about the fool who only learns things the hard way, the Scorning Fool. The Hebrew
word is “loots”, and the only way you can get this fool to change his or her ways is through rebuke and
punishment. Because a signature of the Scorning Fool is that appropriate rebuke and punishment is
mocked. The Scorning Fool is often called “the scoffer” in the Bible. Does anyone come to mind as you
think about a Scorning Fool? Do you find yourself being this fool?Share if you would like. 

“Nice doesn’t work with some people or in some situations.” Do you agree?

There are some situations in which the only way you will get the desired result from some people is the
power of the threat. Often people are too afraid of damaging the relationships and so no one has the
hard conversation. Anyone in your life come to mind?Is there someone that you need to have a tough
conversation with, but you are hesitant to do so because you don’t want to damage your relationship?

While we are God’s children, motivated by the Gospel, we have in us this old sinful nature, a little
Scorning Fool, that only responds to threats. We need the threats… and the discipline and punishment
that follow the threats. Why?

Now, there is some risk here for the person dishing out the punishment. Proverbs 9:7 says, “Whoever
corrects a scoffer gets himself abuse, and he who reproves a wicked man incurs injury.” Have you seen
that occur? How?

How will a wise man respond to correction and reproof? Read Proverbs verse 8 and 9.

What happens when you drive out a scoffer according to Proverbs 22:10? Does that motive you in any
way?
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Proverbs 15:12
A scoffer does not like to be reproved; he will not go to the wise.

Proverbs 19:25 
Strike a scoffer, and the simple will learn prudence; reprove a man of understanding, and he will gain
knowledge.

Proverbs 21:11 
When a scoffer is punished, the simple becomes wise; when a wise man is instructed, he gains knowledge.

Proverbs 22:10 
Drive out a scoffer, and strife will go out, and quarreling and abuse will cease.



Sometimes it is hard for us to see punishment as helpful or part of the solution but consider this. God
has incorporated punishment into his powerful plan of salvation. Isaiah 53:5 gives a prophecy about
Jesus, fulfilled on the cross. It says “He was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our
iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds, we are healed.” The
punishment that brought us peace. That is what was placed upon Jesus. Does this impact your
thinking about the importance of the role of appropriate punishment?

So if God didn’t punish his own son for your sin where would the punishment remain?

In verse 10 it says “The fear of the Lord” is the beginning of wisdom. “Fear of the Lord” is another word
for faith. What happen when you go down the path of faith according to verse 11 of Proverbs 9?
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