
Salt and Light - Matthew 5:13-16

13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is
no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people's feet.
14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp
and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let
your light shine before others, so that[a] they may see your good works and give glory to your Father
who is in heaven.

CONNECT WITH ONE ANOTHER 
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Follow the Leader
 

Jesus has an exciting mission to bring fullness of life to all people, as many as will receive him. To
accomplish this mission, he has formed the Church, the gathering of those who follow him. The purpose
of following Christ, however, is not simply personal benefit, but so that one’s leadership potential might

be discovered and unleashed to bring Spirit-led transformation to a broken world. Toward this end,
 

The Bethlehem family of ministries exists to encourage, equip, and empower people to be Spirit-led champions
who unleash their leadership calling in their circle of influence, so that everyone is fully alive in Jesus! 

 
This three-week series will focus on the important pieces of this mission calling.

 

1)   How did you see God at work this past week?
2)   What has God been teaching you in his Word this week?

From Worship to Weekday - August 22

CONNECT WITH GOD'S WORD

A Leader of Leaders
Every single person is called by God to be a person of influence, to be salt and light in a dark world.

That influence is leadership. Many people, however, do not see themselves as leaders or understand
the powerful impact they have within their circle of influence. But Jesus did not exercise his leadership
to gather a mass of followers. His ministry plan was to transform the world by raising up us as leaders

to use our gifts of influence to propel people toward eternal life. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205%3A13-16&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23251a


Do you think our church, Bethlehem, is making the difference it should be making in the world?
How about the Christian Church in general?

If Americans see themselves as Individuals 1st, Americans 2nd, and Christians 3rd, how does that
impact how Christians influence the world?

The Bethlehem family of ministries exists to encourage, equip, and empower people to be Spirit-
led champions, unleashing each person’s leadership calling in their circle of influence, so all can
be fully alive in Jesus.

Are you a leader?

Leadership is influence, and everyone has some kind of influence. In what areas of life do you
influence others?

When Jesus called his followers to be influencers he didn’t say, “Go and make believers.” He said,
“Go and make disciples.” What is the difference?

In Matthew 5 Jesus is talking to a large group of people. And he says to them, “You are the salt of
the earth.” A little later, he says, “You are the light of the world.” And then, a little later he says, “Let
your light shine.” Where could there be confusion about that? Read John 18:12. 

You and I are supposed to make the world a better place so people can make it to an even better
place. Talk about ways you have seen Christians do that this past week. 

There was a young man who was a Christian his whole life, but only in the last part of his life had
he really given himself to living a life for Christ. As he drew close to his time of death, he was filled
with regret that he had done so little for Christ, and, with remorse, that he had done so much
against Christ. His dying request was this: “Bury my influence with me.” Isn’t that sad? Bury my
influence with me. If you can identify with this man and have your regrets, your influence has
already been buried so that you don’t have to bury it when you die. How so, and how does this
compel you for action in the days ahead?

CONNECT WITH GOD 

CONNECT WITH GOD IN PRAYER


