
Matthew 9:1-13 
And getting into a boat he crossed over and came to his own city. 2 And behold, some people
brought to him a paralytic, lying on a bed. And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic,
“Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven.” 3 And behold, some of the scribes said to themselves,
“This man is blaspheming.” 4 But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your
hearts? 5 For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? 6 But that you
may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he then said to the paralytic
—“Rise, pick up your bed and go home.” 7 And he rose and went home. 8 When the crowds saw it,
they were afraid, and they glorified God, who had given such authority to men.

CONNECT WITH ONE ANOTHER 
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Follow the Leader
 

Jesus has an exciting mission to bring fullness of life to all people, as many as will receive him. To
accomplish this mission, he has formed the Church, the gathering of those who follow him. The purpose
of following Christ, however, is not simply personal benefit, but so that one’s leadership potential might

be discovered and unleashed to bring Spirit-led transformation to a broken world. Toward this end,
 

The Bethlehem family of ministries exists to encourage, equip, and empower people to be Spirit-led champions
who unleash their leadership calling in their circle of influence, so that everyone is fully alive in Jesus! 

 
This three-week series will focus on the important pieces of this mission calling.

 

1)   How did you see God at work this past week?
2)   What has God been teaching you in his Word this week?

From Worship to Weekday - August 29

CONNECT WITH GOD'S WORD

Transformational Leaders
All of humanity is broken and needs this transformation. Where Jesus focused his attention during his
earthly ministry gives every Christian the direction needed. He came for the sick, not the healthy. He

came to restore sinners, not the “so-called” righteous. Our mission is the same. “Fully alive” is the goal. 
 



It is suggested that there is a difference between your circle of concern and your circle of
influence. List the things that are in your circle of concern?  These are the things in life that matter
to you, your relationships, world events, the weather, your hobbies, the things on your “to do” list,
whatever. Share them with others in your group.

Now put an * by those things that are in your control. 

Of the items that have an *, how do you influence in those areas? 

Can you expand your circle of influence into more of your circle of concern?

List who is in your circle of influence (those items with an *)? It is with these people you can
influence towards a life that is fully alive!

Who are the three people in Matthew 9:1-13 that Jesus influences? 

What are the three different ways people can enter into a circle of influence, based on how Jesus
did it?

What was Jesus' goal in inviting these people into his circle of influence?

Were these people healthy, vibrant, upstanding citizens in the community? 

CONNECT WITH GOD 

9 As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he
said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him. 10 And as Jesus reclined at table in the
house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and his
disciples. 11 And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher
eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12 But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have
no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13 Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy,
and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”



CONNECT WITH GOD IN PRAYER

Sin broke the paralyzed man, Matthew and those gathered around the table. How can you
relate to their brokenness?

How did Jesus transform them?

Take a minute to ponder it. “Is it possible, you have someone in your circle of influence, who is
spiritually dead, and you’ve been too preoccupied to notice?” Maybe there are other reasons
why you have not influenced in your circle. What are some of the reasons?

Going back to Jesus healing the paralyzed man. Enabling that man to walk was actually the
second miracle Jesus worked on that man. What was the first? 

How has the transformational power of forgiveness been at work in your life?

Do you want to help people in your circle of influence be fully alive in Christ? Earlier you
identified people in your circle of influence.  Ask these questions in for each one:
             Do they know I am a Christ-follower? 
             Do they know why? 
             Do I know where they are spiritually?  

What could you do to start to move them to the fullness of life that Christ has for them?


