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What’s Next?
By Pastor David Langewisch
There is a question that fills some with excitement,
others with dread. The question? What’s next? If you have
been struggling under the weight of never feeling caught
up, never doing enough, never being enough, then “What’s
next?” can be intimidating. And yet, the only thing we have
in life is “what’s next”. The past is behind us. The present
is slipping into the past. We have a choice. Embrace the
future with purpose and intentionality, or just “let it
happen.”
Let me put some “What’s next?” questions in front of
you. What is the next helpful thing you could do today?
This week? Who is the next person you need encourage?
What is the next part of the Bible you should read? What
is your next season in life and what is the next thing you
need to do to spiritually prepare?
Now, all of these are “What’s next?” questions with
you as the focus. What’s next for me? But there is another

Hope for 2022
By Martha Rowley
Where has our hope gone? COVID and its variants
have become everyday news. The whole world is
involved. We know people who have been affected and
feel unable to help them. We rejoice with ones who have
recovered and comfort those who have lost someone.
Where does our hope come from? Our Lord and Savior,
Jesus, who was born in a lowly stable for us. Soon we will
enter the season of Lent. Following Jesus with repentance
and love for Him who loved us more than life itself. We
will hear of His love for His disciples, even the one who
would betray Him. In our time of need, we can reflect on
Psalm 9:18, But God will never forget the needy, the Hope of
the afflicted will never perish.
If you need someone to talk to, please feel free to ask
for a Stephen Minister. We are here to listen. Talking
to someone who has a willing ear. Listening without
judgment. You can be sure that anything you say will be
kept confidential.
Email Pastor Tim at twendelin@bethlehemdenver.com
or call Martha Rowley at 303.909.3527 or 303.425.6971
for a confidential request.

Volunteers
Needed
On January 8 volunteers
are needed to help take down the Christmas
decorations and put them back in storage.
Join us at 9:00 a.m. It won’t take long and there’s
DONUTS!

“We exist so that as many people as possible are becoming fully alive in Jesus.”

level on which God wants us to ask
this question. What’s next for us?
The “us” can be your family, your
neighborhood, your work team.
But, I want you to think about
what is next for the “us” of our
church family. I have watched many
people lose some of their spiritual
disciplines during COVID. Attending
church has slipped. Using gifts to
serve the mission has taken a back seat. And the “us” has
suffered. Bethlehem is a family of ministries that exists
to encourage, equip, and empower people to be Spiritled champions. We believe it is absolutely necessary to
unleash each person’ leadership calling, that this will make
a difference in each person’s circle of influence. And that
difference will lead people to fullness of life in Jesus. So,
what’s next? For you… for US?

Christmas Tea

Family Worship

By Beverly Brown
This year’s Christmas Tea message focused on Kindness and Civility. We saw
kindness and civility demonstrated in the pre-planning, the actual event and post
event. God’s hand was in it as everyone worked together in a kind and respectful
way. Those involved gave it their all to make this one a very positive experience.
The evening started with a beautiful prayer by Kris Hock. Peter Lorenzen’s
musical gifts and orchestration of the program were excellent throughout the
night. Pastor Wendelin and Peter teamed
up and blessed us with their musical talents.
We enjoyed Pastor’s solo singing and leading
the ladies in a few Christmas songs. Our
guest speaker, Arvada Deputy Chief Ed Brady,
provided a phenomenal message which allowed
for reflection on how we show kindness and
civility, as well as how we recognize others
that demonstrate those behaviors. We are
appreciative of Tim from Golden Corral who,
on short notice, prepared a great meal. A big
thank you goes out to everyone who made
the Christmas Tea a tremendous success. We
continue to celebrate Jesus’ birth. To Him be
all the glory!

By Sarah Weishaar
You are invited to Family
Worship! What comes to mind
when you think of the word
“worship” or “church”? Your first
thoughts might not be laughing,
playing, moving, doodling, dancing,
creating, coloring, and talking
together - but that’s exactly what
family worship is! Family worship
is designed to be a no-pressure,
judgment-free zone where kids and
families can do all those things and
grow stronger together.
We meet at 9:00 a.m. each
Sunday in Kids Space B. At 9:30,
families will be dismissed to either
go back into service to hear
the message, or kids can go to
Bethlehem KIDS! Join us for this
hands-on worship experience!

“We exist so that as many people as possible are becoming fully alive in Jesus.”

Who Does That?

World Kindness Day and Projects

Go Bobcats!

By Sara Ipatenco
On Friday, November 12, Bethlehem Lutheran students
celebrated World Kindness Day, which is a day
observed around the world. Our big project was to
collect money for a charity called 4Ocean, which helped
us show kindness to God’s creatures by donating
toward cleanup efforts to get plastic out of the oceans.
Our students collected an impressive $540! This will
help clean 27 pounds of plastic out of the oceans!

By Sara Ipatenco
Bethlehem Bobcats have been busy with basketball
and cheerleading this season! Students in grades 1-8
are invited to participate in basketball. In our early
elementary we have 15 first graders, 11 second graders,
and 17 third graders playing for Bethlehem this year.
They have learned a lot of key skills and have had a
great time playing games. Our junior varsity teams
are for fourth and fifth graders. Our JV boys’ team
is coached by Aaron Irving and Robert Montoya and
has 10 players. Our JV girls’ team is coached by Barb
Schamp and has 9 players. They have also improved in
many areas of basketball over the season. Our varsity
teams are for sixth, seventh, and eighth graders. Our
boys’ varsity team is coached by Chris Naas, Billy
Braasch, and Hayden Brown, and has 18 players. Our
girls’ varsity team is coached by Darren Schlager and
has 11 players. Our varsity teams are learning many
defensive and offensive skills! We are also blessed with
11 cheerleaders to help cheer on our basketball teams!

This is the same as 648 water bottles, or 2,450 plastic
grocery bags, or 10,260 plastic water or soda bottle
lids. Bethlehem students also had the opportunity
to participate in several service projects to bless our
community and children across the globe. Our fifth
graders collected coats for Coats for Colorado. They
collected 202 warm coats for people in need! The third
and fourth graders shopped and oversaw the collection
of an impressive 212 Operation Christmas Child boxes!
These boxes will be sent around the world to bless 212
children with the good news of Baby Jesus! Our ELC
students collected warm hats, mittens, and socks to
bless people in our community.

Important Note
Offering envelopes are available for pickup. The good
news: We were able to save $3,000 by not including
your individual number on the envelope. The other
news: To ensure that your donation gets posted to your
giving statement, please remember to put your name
and envelope number on the envelope, especially
for cash donations. The Counters appreciate your
assistance in this new process as we continue to
search for ways to save money and storage!

And it’s fun.” Extra help is needed,
especially around holidays and during
special services. This is an ideal
opportunity for individuals, couples,
and families. An Altar Guild member
is always there for assistance. Call
Deb at 720.308.1420 or Julie at
303.564.3150 for more information
or to join the team.

When you receive communion,
did you ever wonder who prepares
the meal? How do the banners
get changed or the eternal candle
remain eternal? Well, there’s a team
of 14 people who serve on the
Altar Guild. Schedules are prepared
and everyone takes a turn with
various duties or in a special task.
An average of 300 cups of wine per
week are filled (about 15,600/year).
Other tasks include hanging banners,
washing and ironing linens, cleaning
the Altar area and communion silver.
Setup takes about one hour each
Saturday and 15 minutes on Sundays
to clean up after each service. Deb Melton said, “I enjoy
this quiet time with God as I peacefully serve in this way.

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO SERVE.
WE APPRECIATE WHAT YOU DO!

LWML Update

Mary Martha Update

By Ann Nord

By Hazel Hartbarger

We enjoyed a Christmas brunch together on
December 11. Now we look forward with hope and joy
to see what God has in store for us in 2022.
LWML Mites for Missions continues to spread
the gospel across our country and around the globe.
Grants also are at work closer to home in our own
Rocky Mountain District. One is Kingdom Kids Camp
at Lutheran Valley Retreat. This grant subsidizes a week
of camp for 20 children in the foster care system. The
campers enjoy many outdoor activities while having the
loving support of camp staff who share the love of Jesus
with them.
Our next meeting will be at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday,
January 8 in the Parlor. Pastor Langewisch will lead a Bible
study. We would love to have more women attend a

Enter His courts with thanksgiving and
praise! Psalm 100:4
Do it all for the glory of God!
1 Corinthians 10:31

A special meeting was held on December 14. It started
with devotions by Pastor Tim Wendelin. He focused on the
Christmas story and the importance of family, which included
different definitions of the word “family.” Following a delightful
brunch, the ladies wrote Christmas greetings and prepared
more than 50 gift bags for our guests at “the Table” while

meeting and see what we’re all about.

background music, provided by Peter Lorenzen, and fellowship
filled the room. The gathering concluded with an inspiring
music video of the Nativity Story by Josh Groban. The morning
was the perfect way to celebrate the coming of Jesus.
SPECIAL NOTE: Our speaker for January 11 will be Cary
Johnson, Jefferson County Director: Crime Prevention 1st
Judicial District Attorney’s Office. Join us at 9:00 a.m. to learn
about staying safe in today’s environment.
SPECIAL NOTE: The Mary Martha bake sale will happen on
January 30. Famous homemade goodies will be sold, and YOU
can donate your favorite dessert to the cause if you’d like.

Daddy Daughter Dance
By Sarah Weishaar
Calling Dads of all kinds and girls of all ages! Join
us on February 4 from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. for a special
night of dances, games, activities and fun! Get your
tickets soon! Each couple is $10 (plus $2 for every
additional girl. Tickets can be purchased SOON at
www.bethlehemdenver.com
303.238.7676

2100 Wadsworth Boulevard, Lakewood CO 80214

bethlehemdenver.com

