
 Luke 15:11-32
11 And [Jesus] said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to his
father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property
between them. 13 Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into
a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living. 14 And when he had spent
everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and
hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16
And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.

CONNECT WITH ONE ANOTHER 

Worship To Weekday - May 30, 2021

Sermon Series: Lost and Found
In the heart of God is a deep longing for those who are lost. His entire plan of salvation is anchored in his

desire that the lost be found, that those who are distanced from him would be drawn close to him. To
accomplish this, God has sent his only Son, Jesus Christ. Christ’s mission was to seek and save the lost.
However, this was not a “one-man job”. As followers of Christ, we have been invited into that mission. In

this four-week series, we will see how truly lost many people are and how each one of us can be
equipped and empowered to rescue them by the power of the Gospel. 

 
 

1)   How did you see God at work this past week?
2)   What has God been teaching you in his Word this week?
3)   Do you have a personal mission statement?  Please share it.  If not, share something that is a
      passion or that drives what you do in life. 

From Worship to Weekday - February 6, 2022

CONNECT WITH GOD'S WORD

This week: Lost?
Being lost can mean not knowing where you are or not knowing how to get where you want to go.
Spiritually, people find themselves in both of these places. Some have a sense of how lost they are.
Others are oblivious. As those who have been “found”, our understanding of spiritual darkness and

blindness will help shape our strategies to reach into that darkness and shine the light of Christ, even
as Christ has shone into our darkness.     



GOD's WORD IN YOUR LIFE

 17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father's hired servants have more than
enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him,
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your
son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.’” 20 And he arose and came to his father. But while he
was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and
kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am
no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best
robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23 And bring the fattened
calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was
lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate.
 25 “Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music
and dancing. 26 And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27 And he
said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has
received him back safe and sound.’ 28 But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out
and entreated him, 29 but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I
never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my
friends. 30 But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you
killed the fattened calf for him!’ 31 And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is
mine is yours. 32 It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive;
he was lost, and is found.’”

This can be the natural progression when getting physically lost.   
You feel unsettled.

Realizing what is happening can be gradual.
You can’t get unlost on your own  

You have to ask for help.  
You listen to the help and act on it.

How does being spiritually lost follow the same progression? 

How do you see the progression played out in the story of the prodigal son?

From where does your help come? Psalm 121:1.

Jesus puts that word “lost” right in the middle of his personal mission statement.  In Luke 19 he
says, “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”  If we, at Bethlehem, are followers of
Jesus, our church's mission statement should reflect Jesus' mission.  How does Bethlehem’s
mission statement align with Jesus’ mission? How do you see that mission fulfilled by the
Bethlehem community? 

The Bethlehem family of ministries exists to encourage, equip, and empower people to be 
Spirit-led champions, unleashing each person’s leadership calling in their circle of influence, 

so all can be fully alive in Jesus.



What is your part in the mission?

One of the things that is striking in the story of the Prodigal Son is how the Father runs to his son
when the son returns.  He runs!  Do you?  Do you run to the lost?  Does Bethlehem?  Or, are we
content to say, “We unlocked the doors for you.  You can come any time you want.”?

There a several lessons that can be learned about “the lost” from this story, and how they become
"unlost." 

Lesson #1 – The younger son was lost before he ever left home.  
The younger son was lost.  So, where does he go?  To a “far country.”  That is the allure of
something different… a far country, greener grass. What allures people from following Jesus today?

Lesson #2– For some, “lost” is a journey. 
If you drill down on the Greek word that is translated journey, it means to be absent from one’s
home country.  If being in the family of faith is one’s home country, who have you known that has
journeyed away from Bethlehem and are now lost.  Pray for those people today.

Lesson #3 – The lost don’t always know they’re lost. 
Some like an adventure and say, “I don’t know where I am going. When you consider there are only
two final destinations after death, heaven and hell, it seems not knowing where you are going could
be risky at the least and more likely, terrifying. If there’s a chance that someone could be lost
forever, is there anything you can do to help them avoid that?
 
Lesson #4 – The lost life is a life of risk. 
The younger son spent everything.  The Greek word for everything there means “everything”.  He
was broke.  When you are lost, you do things you never, ever thought you would do.  What did the
younger son do that was horrendous given he was a Jew? How have you seen people doing things
they never thought they would do?  Do you have any personal examples?  

The prodigal son followed this progression in his life. Here is where I am.  Here is where I need to
go.  And here is how I get there.  And yet, with all of these revelations, the prodigal son is still lost…
in terms of his understanding of his father. Knowing you need God is not “completely found.” 
 Summarize what Luke 15: 22-24 teaches about being found.  

Being found is when you are safely encircled by every promise and gift of the Father. How has your
heavenly Father been a beacon home for you?

PRAY 
Pray for the lost and how God can use you to share the path to being found!


