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How Are You Doing... and What’s Next?
By Pastor David Langewisch
f you had to do an evaluation of your spiritual life, where
would you start? How do you measure something as
seemingly intangible as spirituality? At Bethlehem we are
working on a simple framework to help you do just that. It
is something we are calling, “The Discipleship Wheel.” The
funny thing about this “wheel” is it is more of a collection
of spokes than a real wheel. But, it embraces six aspects
of the Christian life, all to which we want to give attention
as we pursue the goal of fullness of life in Jesus: Worship,
Growth, Connections, Service, Influence, and Generosity.
So, do the evaluation. Rate yourself, from 1-10 on each of
these. How healthy is your worship life? Is it authentic? How
consistently are you growing in God’s Word and your faith?
Is it intentional? How regularly are you connecting with
other believers? Is this a genuine faith experience? How
faithfully are you serving? Are you humbly using your gifts?

How purposefully are you influencing
others in their faith? Are you making
an impact on those who don’t know
Jesus? How generous are you with
your time and money for Christ’s
kingdom? Is your sharing uninhibited?
As you look at your scores, what
would you say is your next step to
grow spiritually? Maybe your worship
is great, but serving has taken a
hit. Perhaps you have been hunkered down in COVID
isolation and you never kick-started the connections with
people you and they need. As you think about what is
next, start with just one of these and give yourself one
target, to move a 5 to a 6, or a 2 to a 3. To help, we are
currently working on, “The Discipleship Pathway.” I look
forward to unveiling this as we continue making progress.
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By Hazel Hartbarger
The Mary Martha March meeting began with devotions
by Pastor Tim Wendelin. His message centered around
patience and faithfulness based upon the Book of Job.
Vicki Pyne was the guest speaker. She is a volunteer
program director with CASA (Court Appointed Special
Advocates) for Jefferson and Gilpin Counties. Her topic
was about an innovative new program called “Housing for
Emancipated Foster Youth.”
The speaker in April will be
Annette Cannon. Though she is
currently serving as our Jefferson
County Coroner, she will be
sharing information about her
non-profit organization, Care for
the Caregiver, which supports
nurses, especially those serving in
disaster areas such as the recent
Marshall Fires.
All Bethlehem ladies and guests are always welcome. We
meet on the second Tuesday of the month in the Commons
from 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. We would love to see you at the
April 12 meeting.

Ever wonder who serves on
your Parish Planning Council
(PPC)? Meet Dave Beverlin,
current President. The PPC
consists of eight people
selected by the congregation
to provide assistance to the
Church Staff in executing the
work of Christ’s church on
earth within the guidelines
provided by Bethlehem’s
Constitution and By-Laws. Dave noted that Bethlehem
also has a wonderful group of volunteers assisting with
the ministries/workings of our church. At the February
27 voter’s meetings you would have heard a call for
more volunteers to step forward. When asked why
Dave serves in this capacity, he said, “Simply, if I can do
it, anyone can! Often when we are asked to volunteer,
our reaction can be one of hesitation because this ‘is
out of my comfort zone.’ Trust me, it’s an honor to
serve and is extremely rewarding.”

By Pastor Tim Wendelin
Allow me to introduce myself as the pastor who oversees
our Stephen Ministry here at Bethlehem. For those of you
who may not be aware, Stephen Ministry provides spiritual
care to people going through particularly difficult times in
their lives. Bethlehem has a wonderful team of lay volunteers
each of whom are trained to walk alongside those in crisis.
Whether it be the passing of a loved one, divorce, job loss,
critical illness or a broken relationship, Christian care is
available through a Stephen Minister.
Our Stephen Ministers are referred to as caregivers,
while those they minister to are called care -receivers.
Currently we have ten women and six men on our team.
All of our female Stephen Ministers have care-receivers
at this time. However, our male Stephen Ministers are all
available for potential care-receivers. All caregivers are
committed to confidential interactions.
We know there are people out there who would
benefit from Stephen Ministry. People need not and
should not struggle alone. Christlike love is only a phone
call away. If you think that you or someone you know
might benefit, please don’t hesitate to contact the church
office or myself.

At our March 12 meeting Vicar Brown was our speaker,
Very enjoyable to hear him tell how he had grown
and learned this past year at Bethlehem from both the
pastors and the everyday people. We wish him well on the
rest of his ministry journey.
Our next meeting will be April 9 at 8:30 a.m. We will
be making Easter Baskets for Mean Street Ministry as we
have done for several years. We would welcome any ladies
to join us. Just show up with some individually wrapped
candy to add to our supply and start Holy Week sharing
some time with your sisters in Christ. And pleasing some
children when they receive Bible coloring sheets and
candy.
LWML will be 80 this year, more on that next month.
Mites report:
National Goal for 2021-2023 Biennium $2,150,000
Amount Received $1,119,686.94  
Oh what your coins and prayers can do!

“We exist so that as many people as possible are becoming fully alive in Jesus.”

“We exist so that as many people as possible are becoming fully alive in Jesus.”

Tuition Assistance

Confirmation

By Sara Ipatenco
There are three things I remember about Mr. Harmon,
principal and 8th grade teacher at Christ Lutheran School
in Phoenix, AZ. When he dressed as the Grinch to read
the Grinch Who Stole Christmas, how many sentences
he made us diagram, and how much he loved Lutheran
schools. He often said that money should never be the
reason why a child cannot attend a Lutheran school.

By Sara Ipatenco
In the Lutheran Church, confirmation is a public
profession of faith. Every April, Bethlehem confirms
students in 8th grade, following two years of intense
faith-based religion curriculum. When a child is
confirmed, it a reaffirmation of the promises parents and
sponsors made during baptism. Bethlehem, under the
guidance of Pastor Dyer, Pastor Langewisch, and Vicar
Brown, has prepared our 8th graders to go out in the
world ready to boldly proclaim their faith in Jesus Christ.
These children are also ready to spread the love of Jesus
to others as they go on to high school, college, and
beyond. Please join us in praying for and congratulating
the following 22 confirmands: Camila Beltran, Samuel
Buerck, Alaina Crawford, Josiah Gibbs, Aidan Harper,
Noah Harris, Sean Hartin, Ryan Havekost, Joshua
Hughes, William Ipatenco, Emerson Irving, Lily Lawrence,
Sebastien LeJean, Abigail Lohmann, Julianna McGuire,
Jonas Medina, Luke Mitchell, Mikah Nelson, Alexcia
Oaxaca, Jennifer Payne, Bella Rodriguez, and Kenton
Stehr. May God bless these children as they fulfill their
lifelong pledge to follow and obey Jesus!

Bethlehem has a tuition assistance fund to help ensure
that any family who desires a Lutheran education for
their child is able to provide it. Parents interested in
applying can visit the tuition assistance application on our
website. https://bethlehemdenver.com/school/parent-andteacher-resources/. For the 2020-2021 school year, we
awarded 25 children aid totaling $34,000. For the 20212022 school year, we awarded 16 children aid totaling
$22,000. The amount of money in this fund is completely
dependent upon the giving of our congregation! If you
would like to donate to this fund, you can designate that
with your envelope giving or you can donate online. Mr.
Harmon died years ago, but I like to think that every
time someone donates to help a child receive a Lutheran
education, Mr. Harmon is up in heaven smiling.

Attention New and Existing Students
Re-enrollment for current students and their
siblings, as well as new students, is underway
now. Don’t miss out. Call 303.233.0401
for more information.

Two Incredible Men

Easter Eggstravaganza

By Pastor David Langewisch
“Who is going to take care of me?” That is what the
Bethlehem property and furnishings are saying with the
retirement last month of both Dean von Holdt, our
amazing Property Manager, and Jim Todd, our Custodian
and all-round miracle-working handyman. These two
incredible men have invested themselves in making
our facility the best it could be to serve our mission
of people experiencing fullness of life in Jesus. While
they will still be a part of our Bethlehem family, their
presence on staff will be missed. We are excited to
announce that stepping into their shoes are Billy Braasch,
our new Property Maintenance Manager, and Gary Apel,
our new Custodian and Maintenance Assistant.

YOU and your friends are invited to our Easter
Eggstravaganza! Join us on April 16 from 10:00 a.m. -11:30
a.m. for Holy Week themed games, crafts and activities and
ending with an Easter Egg Hunt! We are also accepting
candy donations for our egg hunt! Drop off candy at the
Communication Station on Sunday mornings!

Dean von Holdt Retires

Jim Todd Retires

Dean von Holdt started
his career as property
manager at Bethlehem
in 2008 after 26 years
of owning and running a
large commercial painting
contracting company.
Bethlehem had no property
management position, but
did have a need so his
journey with us started.
Dean noted, “I remember
telling Scott Bubke that I would give myself about a month
and then I would be looking for things to do around here,
and that day has never come!” He quickly learned there was
way more to do around Bethlehem than there was time
and money to do it. And so it began. Dean was quick to
say, “I have thoroughly enjoyed the last 14 years serving the
amazing staff, various groups, and the congregation, as well
as doing my best to keep the facility running smoothly and
within budget.” Dean now looks forward to his retirement
years being a bother to Laurie, riding his bicycle for endless
hours, hopefully a little traveling, and keeping busy with
many projects. Dean’s can-do attitude, extraordinary talents,
and beautiful smile will be missed; but you may catch a
glimpse of him in church from time-to-time.

For the past five years, Jim Todd has called Bethlehem his
work home. Being able to use his vast knowledge and skills
in helping the staff has been a pleasure and a blessing, and he
could not have landed in a better place to finish out his work
career.
Jim came to Bethlehem
after working as a CNC
technician/machinist for 44+
years. A self-proclaimed
“machinist by trade and
mechanic by desire”, he could
usually solve just about any
maintenance problem.
Jim’s wife, Audrey, taught
at Bethlehem for 36 years.
Both of his daughters
attended Bethlehem
from preschool through 8th, and Elysa is currently the
administrative assistant in the school office. Jim’s two
oldest grandkids attend Bethlehem, with another new
granddaughter coming up!
Retirement plans are: garage projects, honey-do lists,
spending time with grandkids, and traveling (starting with a
trip to Alaska coming up mid-March).
Jim wants to thank the Bethlehem community and her staff
for a great five years.
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