
Worship To Weekday - May 30, 2021

Sermon Overview: In Conflict With God

From Worship To Weekday is a study guide that can be used in your small group or individually 
to bring the Biblical truths you heard on Sunday into your daily life. 

James 4:1-10

 1 What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your 
passions are at war within you? 2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet 
and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3 
You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. 4 
You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with
God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of 
God. 5 Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns 
jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? 6 But he gives more grace. 
Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 7 Submit 
yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 
8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and 
purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your 
laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before 
the Lord, and he will exalt you.

The root of much conflict is an underlying conflict with God.  Our spirits wander from his 
direction and will.  We embrace the temptations of the devil instead of resisting them.  
In doing this we position ourselves as God’s enemies.  Restoration happens, however, on 
a path of repentance and humble submission to God as he repairs our relationship in 
Christ.      



1.    James 4:1 says, “What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not 
this, that your passions are at war within you?” Be honest with yourself. In what ways are 
your passions at war with God?

2.    God wants to give you fullness of life in Jesus Christ. What steps could you take to 
align your passions with God and His desire for you?

3.    Read James 4:2-3. James reveals that our desires aren’t always the issue, but our 
responses to those desires. How could we, as God’s redeemed children, approach our 
desires in a more faithful way? 

4.    James 4:4 tells us the friendship with the world makes on an enemy of God. What 
does being a friend of the world look like to you? How have you witnessed this? How 
have you participated? Reflect, and be honest with yourself.

5.    Verse 9 paints a pitiful picture of repentance, but only in humbling ourselves before 
God can the beauty of v.10 be truly realized. Having been brought low before God and 
then exalted in Jesus Christ, what are your next steps as a Christian? Where do you go 
next and what do you do in a world of conflict?


