
Worship To Weekday - May 30, 2021

Sermon Overview: In Conflict With Others

From Worship To Weekday is a study guide that can be used in your small group or individually 
to bring the Biblical truths you heard on Sunday into your daily life. 

I Corinthians 1:10-18

 1 Corinthians 1:10-18  10 I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be 
united in the same mind and the same judgment. 11 For it has been reported to me by 
Chloe's people that there is quarreling among you, my brothers. 12 What I mean is that 
each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow 
Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the 
name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 
so that no one may say that you were baptized in my name. 16 (I did baptize also the 
household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 
17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words
of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.
 18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God.

Our unity with Christ should translate into a unity between our fellow Christians. 
Followers of Christ, however, are not immune to conflict and division. People are divided 
over religion, politics, social issues… the list goes on. The appeal of the Scriptures, 
however, is that there be no divisions among us, not only for our benefit, but for the 
benefit of the mission of the church in reaching people with the promises of the cross.  



Last week we talked about our conflict with God. We saw how our conflict with God is at
the root of all the other conflicts in our life. Today we are going to address the conflict
we have with other people.
                                                                                            
When a conflict arises with someone in your family, how do you deal with it? How do you
deal with conflict at work? How about at church? Is it different? Why or why not?
 
Conflicts happen. The question is what conflicts do you address? How do you decide?
 
In I Corinthians, the Apostle Paul is going at the conflict between people in the church,
rolling over into all those other areas. What does Paul say about the urgency to address
the conflict, how invested he is in these people and how concerned he is about what
their conflict was doing to them. (vs. 10)
 
What was the nature of the conflicts Paul saw in the church?  
 
So, what camps do we have at Bethlehem? Into what teams have we divided ourselves?  
 
Some settle for “fake resolution”. Some will avoid conflict, thinking that takes care of it.
Then there are those who are passive-aggressive. “It’s okay. I’m fine.” But they’re not.
Being passive-aggressive doesn’t resolve conflict. It just pushes it somewhere else. So
how do we get to “all of you agree,” and “no divisions among you”?  
 
What does resolving problems “like good Christians” look like?
 
How do divisions in the church compromise the mission at Bethlehem?
 
In our text, Paul asks a series of questions, to which the answers are all “no”. But, these
three questions point to what unites us. What are the three things that are the basis for
our problem solving as Jesus followers?
Is Christ divided? 
Was Paul crucified for you? 
Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 
 
Someone has to leave the foot of the cross to be divided because we are united at the
foot of the cross. Discuss why this is true.
 
PRAY for unity in the church.


