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Fully Alive

By Sandy Wendelin
You were created on purpose for a purpose.  

Wondering how God would have you serve at 
Bethlehem?  Let’s find out. 

New Sunday SERVE Teams are being formed to assist 
with worship and member and guest engagement; and 
existing teams are being reshaped to align with a vision 
for ministry where people are cared for and well-
connected on Sunday mornings.  

Usher responsibilities are now included in what our 
Section Hosts accomplish on Sunday, Greeters are now 
a part of the Connect Team. We’d love to open the 
coffee cart with volunteers who can provide delicious 
coffee drinks (no barista experience necessary), all in 
addition to the teams that are making worship happen 
on any Sunday morning. 

A survey went out in early July, fill it out and let’s see 
where you fit in. Didn’t get it?  Call the church office or 
stop by the Communication Station on Sunday.

By Sarah Weishaar
Hey Kids! Bring your backpacks to church on August 14 

for a special blessing to kick off the new school year! 
At each service (7:45 p.m., 9:00 a.m., and 10:30 a.m.) all 

kids will get a special blessing, as well as a gift to start off the 
new school year! We cannot wait to start this school year 
with Jesus! 

Let’s Do This Together
By Pastor David Langewisch

Can you think of one or two people in your life with 
whom you would like to “go deep” spiritually? 

Don’t panic, you have until September 11 to answer that 
question… in a way. On Sunday, September 11, we will be 
launching an important initiative at Bethlehem. This will be 
the first time many are introduced to what we are calling 
our “Discipleship Wheel”.  For the next six weeks we 
will be introducing the six “spokes” on the wheel, the six 
important dimensions of being a disciple of Jesus. In other 
words, this is what being a Christian means.  And we want 
you to partner up with one or two other people for those 
six weeks to be encouraged, equipped, and empowered on 
your discipleship pathway.

The good news is we’re all on the same journey 
together. Every one of us will see areas of our spiritual life 

that need some extra attention. 
And every one of us will see areas 
in which God is already doing some 
great things. For some, worship is 
strong and authentic, but the serving 
could use a little help. Others may 
be on a solid growth trajectory 
in learning, but using that spiritual 
growth to influence others in a 
purposeful way might be lacking. 
This will be an excellent opportunity to do some self-
assessment and reflection, and then be intentional about 
shoring up important areas of life in being a well-rounded 
disciple of Jesus Christ. We will guide you along the way, 
but there are no hard and fast rules to how each of us 
does this, other than, let’s do this together.
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Can You Help?
Volunteers are need for a few hours during each 

week in various roles - from office to outdoors.
Bethlehem staff is searching for those willing and able 

to help at the front desk. Individuals in this role answer 
phone calls, screen incoming traffic and help with some 
light administrative work. Contact the Church Office 
for more details. 

Ralph Phillips still needs some helpers on his team 
to keep our landscaping and church grounds looking 
pristine. Call Ralph for more information.

Connect Card
Our new Connect Card is to help GUESTS connect 

as easily as possible with their next step in the journey 
of becoming Fully Alive in Christ at Bethlehem. 

Anyone can use the card to get information about 
the school, membership, request prayer, or give online. 
Cards can be scanned to connect electronically or 
dropped in the box at the door when leaving a church 
service. 

MEMBERS, please email the Church Office if your 
information has changed. 

Backpack Blessing Serve Teams at Bethlehem
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By Sara Ipatenco
When the latest school shooting in Uvalde, Texas 

happened, our country was once again left horrified and 
worried about the safety of our children. In addition to 
praying to God to keep our children safe, Bethlehem 
has taken steps to make sure students are as safe as they 
can possibly be. The first thing any visitor to Bethlehem 
sees is a welcome desk manned by a trained volunteer. 
Visitors must check in and be physically allowed through 
the locked school doors. If someone is not recognized 
or cannot show why they are on campus, they are not 
permitted to enter. Additionally, visitors are only able 
to enter our building through one set of doors, which 
makes it impossible for unknown people to be wandering 
the halls. Staff and parents are given key fobs, which are 
programmed to allow them in the building for drop off 
and pick up or to complete volunteer activities. Key fobs 
are programmed so anyone coming inside the building 
must have pre-approval to be on campus at certain 
times. Finally, anyone working or volunteering in our 
building must undergo a background check. With these 
precautions in place, staff and parents can rest assured 
that Bethlehem is a safe place to be.

By Sara Ipatenco
Last Spring, Bethlehem teachers reviewed and 

analyzed several social studies curriculums in order 
to replace outdated materials. Choosing a new social 
studies curriculum is tricky because of the multitudes 
of materials out there that do not align with our Biblical 
teaching. After much discussion and analysis, we have 
chosen a curriculum called Studies Weekly. The program 

is arranged thematically so students are exposed to key 
topics and ideas covering civics, government, geography, 
economics, and history. The curriculum is research-based 
and aligns with Colorado state learning standards. Instead 
of a textbook however, students will use periodicals 
that teach and review essential social studies concepts, 
while also encouraging reading and language skills. The 
curriculum also encompasses key social emotional 
learning skills students need to be a successful member of 
a family, classroom, and community.
As a bonus, the curriculum also comes with an 
online format to further boost learning and provide 
opportunities to see what they are learning about. 
Visit www.studiesweekly.com to see a preview of the 
curriculum.

By now you may have met our new Vicar - Drake 
Petersen. When asked to share a bit of information 
about himself, he noted, “I am thrilled to share the 
incredible Biblical insights I gained from going to Israel. 
Getting to learn about Jesus in the context of where 
He was and where Scripture unfolded was life-changing. 
From that trip, I recorded many devotional videos on my 
YouTube channel, ‘Mortality Motivation, Drake.’  There 
are other videos I have published on there, where I 
talk primarily about Bible stories in the geographical 
locations they happened. For instance, in one video 
I discuss where Jesus did a miraculous healing in the 
place it happened, and why understanding where that 
happened enhances the story. It is my passion and way 
of ministering. There are also videos from beautiful 
churches in Europe, interviews, and more. They are 
excellent resources for getting to know me better. 

On the YouTube channel, I also have a few TaeKwonDo 
videos. In terms of martial arts, I have been fortunate to 
have practiced since I was six, and I have since taught in 
many cities. I was even blessed to have my own studio 
for a time. This was a terrific way for my four sisters and 
me to bond over the years. 

While in college, I spent several years doing homeless 
ministry. It is always refreshing to gain a greater appreciation 

and perspective in serving.  
Another significant way 
I have been fortunate 
to serve is through an 
organization called Group 
Mission Trips. I have been 
serving with them for a 
decade, and have shared 
who Jesus is with the 
unchurched while doing 
building projects for those 
in physical need. 

The opportunity to start preaching feels like a 
long-awaited dream coming to fruition. I have a love 
for teaching, so now that I get to speak on an even 
more important subject matter, I feel honored at the 
opportunity. One of my four sisters is a three-time 
cancer survivor, and her story along with the homeless 
ministry gave me an appreciation for the brevity of life. 
Because life is so transient, I rely even more on Christ 
and Christ alone. He is my rock, and there is absolutely 
no one and nothing I love more in this world than Jesus. 
He is my Lord and my God, and I am so excited to 
share him with those that do not know Him and deepen 
relationships for those that do.”

Our Vicar is Here!Our School is Safe!New Social Studies Curriculum

Starting August 21, we will be restarting our school 
year programming! We cannot wait to explore the Bible 
with you! Kids will start in worship with their families, 
and then will be dismissed right before the sermon. Then 
their leaders (look for the bright orange shirts!) will 
meet them in the lobby and bring them to Bethlehem 
KIDS!  Kids three years old - Kindergarten will meet in 
Kids Space A (the treehouse side). 1st - 3rd grades will 
meet in Kids Space B (the mountain side). Level up (4th 
- 6th grades)  will meet in the Docks. Then you can pick 
them all up after the service and share together what 
you learned that day. Talk about it through the week, and 
grow closer together as a family, in love for each other, 
and in faith. Join us for a time of age appropriate, Jesus 
focused, learning! 

BethlehemKIDS!  Join Us this Fall!


