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My Mantras
By Pastor David Langewisch
ver the course of my life, there are certain refrains
that seem to put life in perspective, simple, short
phrases… some only one word. But, they keep surfacing,
and they help me put my current circumstances in
perspective. I call these my “mantras”. A mantra is a
statement repeated frequently that helps a person focus
on what is desired or true. I have four: Don’t be afraid.
Don’t let things be bigger than they are. Simplify. And,
Serve. It is amazing to me how often one or more of
those is exactly what I need to hear. I also realize, the
One who stands behind all truth, is our amazing and allsufficient God. Why shouldn’t I be afraid? Because God
says he will never leave me or forsake me, working all for
good. How can I possibly avoid letting things be bigger
than they are? Because God gives me perspective on
where I find my real value, what true measures of success
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Bethlehem Nursery Opportunity

LWML Update

By Sarah Weishaar
Hey parents! Does your child enjoy playing with baby
dolls or taking care of younger children? Then, you and
your child are just what we need as part of our nursery
volunteers. Parents, if your child is in grades 3-5, you
can do a “Mom and Me” nursery shift where you can
help foster those caretaker instincts in your child by
volunteering in the nursery together. Make some great
memories and serve together!
Is your child older? We would love to have 6th-8th
graders as Junior Nursery Staff members! They can get
experience for babysitting while under the watchful eye of
our nursery volunteer staff. Junior Nursery Staff will also,
at some point, complete a babysitting class and receive a
certificate. Come join in on the fun and learn some valuable
skills while being the hands and feet of Jesus!
All qualified adults and children are welcome. Ready to
volunteer or have some questions? Please contact Lauren
at lrickey@bethlehemdenver.com.

By Ann Nord
We had our first meeting after summer on September
10. Pastor Wendelin led a devotion and installed officers.
Jean Waltman gave a report on the Rocky Mountain
District Convention that was held in Albuquerque in
June. That was informative and it is exciting to know that
15 mite grants were approved for a total of $80,000 in
mission grants. And that’s just from the district! Each
mite may be small, but together, they add up to mighty
blessings.You can bring your mites each Sunday to the box
in the Commons.
At our meeting on October 8, we will enjoy getting to
know Vicar Peterson. Then in November we hope to be
back with a craft fair on Sunday, November 13. This year
proceeds will go to support The Table ministry and the
Bethlehem School Scholarship Fund.
Meetings are the second Saturday of the month at 8:30
a.m. in the Parlor. There are no membership dues, but we
bring our mites and an offering to support our association.
Please join us.

“We exist so that as many people as possible are becoming fully alive in Jesus.”

Reformation Day
By Sara Ipatenco
While the rest of the world dresses up and goes
from house to house collecting candy, Lutherans
celebrate Reformation Day. In the 15th century, Martin
Luther began to get frustrated with the church’s
interpretation of the Bible, especially the selling of

are, and what really matters in life.
Two “Don’t” mantras. What about
the two “S’s”, Simplify and Serve?
Many times I complicate my life by
asking more of myself than God does.
God never asks for more than can
be accomplished in a day. He never
calls for actions for which he will
not give the supply… of time, money,
or ability. So, “Simplify” accepts that
truth. I can strip away the overburdening I have done of
my life. And what is left, then, is to serve. If Jesus came,
not to be served, but to serve, clearly that is the path
to fullness of life in him. Just serve. I don’t need to be
thanked. I don’t need recognition. I don’t even need to be
asked. Just serve.
Four mantras, backed by our one God.

indulgences, In response to his dissatisfaction, Luther
came up with 95 statements, which he nailed to the
door of Wittenburg’s Castle Church. Luther’s 95
theses encompassed the idea that salvation is not
achieved through any amount of good works, but
instead is attained through faith in Jesus Christ. Perhaps
the most important of the 95 statements nailed to
the church door reads, “The church’s true treasure is
the gospel of Jesus Christ.” To ensure that the gospel
was easily read and understand by everyone, the
Reformation also paved the way for the Bible to be
translated into common languages, with the goal of
eliminating all the confusion and misunderstanding
of what the Bible really teaches us. Martin Luther
wanted to remind all Christians not to undermine the
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ by assuming
that buying indulgences would excuse sins. Luther
understood that Jesus’s death was payment enough
(more than enough!) to ensure forgiveness and eternal
salvation for all believers.

“We exist so that as many people as possible are becoming fully alive in Jesus.”

Prayer Warriors

I’ve Been Changed

Updated Technology

By Sara Ipatenco
The school theme verse for the 2022-2023 school
year is “I’ve Been Changed,” which is based on Ephesians
4:22-24. These verses say, “to put off your old self, which
belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt
through deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the spirit
of your minds, and to put on the new self, created after

By Sara Ipatenco
Last May, Bethlehem was able to update some of our
older Smartboards with new Viewboards. Viewboards
are interactive flat panel displays that enhance education
and bring concepts to life in front of our students. In
essence, Viewboards are like whiteboards, but also
allow teachers to show students websites, videos, and
other educational content. This new technology is also
interactive so students can do amazing things like go
on virtual field trips, make and interpret graphs, create
polls, play learning games, and interact with maps.
Teachers are also able to project worksheets and lessons
on the Viewboard, as well as write on them or have
students interact with them. The software provides
teachers with lesson plans and tons of educational
content to supplement the Bethlehem curriculum. So far,
Viewboards have been installed in our junior high school
classrooms. We also have one Viewboard on wheels that
can be shared among the K-5 teachers. Our end goal is
to install brand new Viewboards in all our day school
classrooms. If you’re interested in how you can help
make this happen, please contact our school office. Visit
www.viewsonic.com to learn more about these amazing
educational tools.

the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.”
This verse presents a wealth of good news for our
students and for ourselves since we are all broken sinners.
Because of Jesus and his death on the cross, we, as his
children, can throw off our former sinful lives and live in
the knowledge of what Jesus has done for us. Also, as his
children, we are instructed to live our lives differently.
Many of us might view this as we “have” to live differently,
when we actually “get” to live differently. We’ll never live
our lives like Jesus because we’re sinners, but we “get”
to live differently because we know that one day Jesus
will return and take us home. What an honor we have
to share this powerful and life-changing message with the
students at Bethlehem!

By Kathryn Lewis
Did you know that Bethlehem has a group of dedicated
Prayer Warriors? “Prayer and Praise” has been praying for
Bethlehem Church and School for over 30 years. We pray
for the personal needs of individuals
and staff, both in the Church and the
School. We don’t have special training
in prayer, we are regular people. Our
textbook is the Word of God, and the
Holy Spirit is our coach. Prayer and
Praise meets every Thursday morning
at 10:45 after LifeLight, in the upstairs
conference room when school is in
session.You are welcome to join us
and bring your prayer requests.You can also send your
prayer requests to prayer@bethlehemdenver.com and the
Prayer Team will pray for your requests.
All prayer requests are confidential.
We look forward to seeing you in person or receiving your
requests online at prayer@bethlehemdenver.com.

Mary Martha Update
By Jean Wendelin

Christmas Tea
Fully Alive Mary Martha Society
WOW!! The September “Welcome Back” Brunch for
the Mary Martha Society started our 44th year. After
enjoying the wonderful food prepared by our Executive
Board, Pastor Wendelin led devotions on encouraging one
another in our walk with Jesus. We enjoyed being able to
reconnect with the other members and learning new things
about each other. The program for the morning was getting
a better understanding of the new program Discipleship
Pathway which will help us become more Fully Alive in Jesus.
The business meeting with committee reports and new
activities for this year concluded the morning. We would like
to encourage those of you not already a part of this great
organization to join us on Tuesday, October 11 at 9:00 a.m.
in the Commons when Vicar Peterson will be our speaker.
Also, on October 30 we will have a Bake Sale with the
proceeds to help with our Veterans Day Celebration.

303.238.7676

By Bev Brown
Ladies, mark your calendar for
our annual Christmas Tea which
will be held on Friday, December
2 at 6:00 p.m. in The Commons.
A great night is planned for you
including an outstanding speaker,
Barry Gore, Wish Fulfillment
Manager for Wish Of A Lifetime
(www.WishOfALifetime.org). The
planned theme is “Right People,
Right Time, Right Place.” Stay
tuned for more details coming
soon.
In the meantime, contact Ev Bentz evbentz@comcast.
net or Bev Brown Beverly.brown99@gmail.com for more
information.
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