
Worship To Weekday - May 30, 2021

From Worship To Weekday is a study guide that can be used in your small group or individually 
to bring the Biblical truths you heard on Sunday into your daily life. 

Sermon Series: Something Better
In the face of a world compromised by sin, the Bible holds out the hope and promise of something

better. This “something better” is marked by the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5). The Greek word
translated “fruit” refers to the natural product of a living thing. Paul used “fruit” to help us understand
the product of the Holy Spirit, who lives inside every believer. The fruit of the Spirit is produced by the
Spirit, not by the Christian, and this is what makes life better. This 9-week series will take a closer look

at each of the concepts embedded in this “fruit of the Spirit”.
 

Sermon Topic: True Love
True, Biblical love is a choice, not a feeling. It deliberately expresses itself in loving ways and always

seeks the welfare of others. Biblical love is dependent on the giver’s character, not emotion. True love
chooses to set aside one’s own preferences, desires, and sometimes even needs to put the other
person first. Jesus not only gives us the perfect example of this love, he forgives our lack of love,

empowers us to act in love, and satisfies the Father’s righteous requirements for love on our behalf.
 

I John 4:7-12 7 
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and
knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 In this the love of
God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live
through him. 10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be
the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No
one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.



Think of something that has changed since you did it maybe as a child, or in college.  In the sermon,
Pastor talked about how the cafeteria food offerings have changed from standing in a line for one
option to multiple selections.

Do you hold the opinion that if you don’t like something, there is always something better?

God offers us something better than the works of the flesh, and that is the fruit of the Spirit. Visit
Galatians 5 and recall the 9 attributes of a spirit-filled life.  Each one will be the topic of our 9 week
sermon series.

It makes sense to start with love, because if we can get this one down, honestly, the rest will take care
of themselves.  In Galatians 5:14 Paul says, “For the whole law is fulfilled in one word; You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.”  Jesus’ good friend, relative, and faithful disciple, John, also shared this
conviction.  That is why, in our reading from I John 4, John starts out by saying, “Beloved, let us love one
another.”  Have you nailed it?  Can you skip the rest of the sermon series?

What makes loving one another so hard?

The first word of our reading is “Beloved.” We don’t speak like that any longer.  How would you say
“beloved” today?

So, you are loved (one of Jesus beloved).  But if you don’t come out of the gate knowing you are loved,
convinced you are loved, secure in that love, it won’t be long before the wheels come off.  What has
gotten in the way of your understanding of how much you are loved by God? 

Often, our love failures grow out of our being-loved failures. Explain what that means.

How do you know God loves you?  How does God make know and seen (manifest) that he loves you?
See vs 9. 

The scripture says that Jesus was sent by the Father to be a propitiation for your sin.  In case you need
a reminder of what propitiation means, here is the explanation Pastor Langewisch provided. 

It is a direct reference to the Old Testament worship life of God’s people, and something called the Ark of the
Covenant.  When the high priest would go into the tabernacle, or later the temple, on the Day of Atonement,
so this was the big, once-a-year festival of forgiveness, he would enter the Holies of Holies, on behalf of the
people, and sprinkle blood on the Ark of the Covenant, the gold-covered box that contained the Ten
Commandments, Aaron’s budding staff, and some manna.  That’s all a longer story.  But the lid of this box
had a gold-covered angel at each end with a flat top in between.  That flat space was where the high priest
would sprinkle the blood.  It was called the “Mercy Seat”.  There God had mercy on his people, because of the
blood shed.  Now, the blood of the lamb didn’t have the power to forgive, but this was a ritual connected to
a future shedding of blood, the blood of Jesus.  And that blood does have the power to forgive sins.  And that
is why the name of that lid of the Ark of the Covenant, the Mercy Seat, was picked up in the New Testament
and used for Jesus.  “Propitiation” comes from the word for the Mercy Seat.  God sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins. Jesus came as our high priest.  And he became the place where the blood is
sprinkled, the place where God has mercy on his people, because of the blood shed.  



What do you receive because God loves you (vs 9)?  

There is more to this life, eternal life, than the knowledge that “Whoot, I’m going to heaven.”  Living
through Jesus is loving one another (vs 11)

How do others in our world, know God’s love (vs 12)?

When God pours his love into us, it creates a love imbalance.  We are full of love, sacrificial love,
divine love.  And there is so much of it in us, we literally need to give it away.  And part of what drives
that need is the love imbalance.  People around us need that love.  They need to be beloved, loved
by us. We have this love.  They need it. How do you create equilibrium, where what you have is
poured into others?  How do you see others at Bethlehem creating equilibrium?  In other words, how
do we “love on?”

 
 
 

In closing, be showered with some true love.  God loves you.  He does.  You are loved.  You have always
been loved.  You will always be loved.  You are beloved.  And, you can be confident of that.  When it comes

to love, it is who God is.


