
 
 

Serve Faithfully
by loving on people, building up the body of Christ, and helping others take the next step in their spiritual

journey.
What if all of life were a mission trip...a servant event? Maybe it is. It might be counterintuitive, but our

greatest needs are met when we are meeting the greatest needs of others. It is why Jesus came, not to
be served, but to serve, and give his life as a ransom for many...including us. 

 
Romans 12:1-8
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is
good and acceptable and perfect. 
 3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he
ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has
assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same
function, 5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 6
Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to
our faith; 7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in his
exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads,[f] with zeal; the one who does
acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28238f


“Every church is filled with willing people – some willing to serve, and others willing to let them.” 
 True?  If so, which are you?  

What makes this path, on the discipleship map, different than the previous three? 

Romans 12 starts out with, “I appeal to you therefore brothers, by the mercies of God.”  Notice first,
“mercies” is plural.  So, while God is certainly merciful, the appeal here is not on the basis of a
characteristic in God.  It is in his mercies, the many ways in which his merciful character manifests
itself in the world and our lives.  

His mercies flow first and foremost from Christ, who is the Mercy Seat of God.  At the cross, divine
mercy was on display in full force, destroying the death-grip of sin and all its consequences.  How
do you see his mercies played out day to day in your life or the lives of those around you? What
would it take to start talking about the mercies of God, that you observe and experience, with your
family?

The key to a life of faithfully serving is spelled out in the last part of Romans 12:1. The Apostle Paul
is conjuring up the images of the temple worship, where sacrifices were offered all the time.  We
don’t have the temple anymore, but there is still a sacrifice to be offered.  It’s your body.  Only this
is a living sacrifice.  You are presenting your body, you are offering “you”, to God to be used by him.
In what real ways are you offering “you” to God, for work in his Kingdom?

You can’t sacrifice the lamb if you’re still hanging on to it.  In offering our bodies as living sacrifices,
serving means letting go… of control, of ownership. What about that is hard for you?  

In our Bible reading, right after calling for us to present our bodies as living sacrifices, Paul says,
“Do not be conformed to this world.”  Is that a temptation for you? Would you rather live the “me
first” life the world says will give you the biggest bang for your buck?

Discuss this profound line from the Disney movie, Beauty and the Beast. “Life is so unnerving for a
servant who’s not serving.  He’s not whole without a soul to wait upon.”  

We have been created by the heavenly Father, redeemed by his Son, and filled with his Spirit, so
that the place we had as his servants before the fall into sin might be restored.  We have been
elevated, once again, by the grace of God in Christ, to the position of servant.  What was the
servant relationship between God and humans like before the fall?  How do we see that wonderful
relationship and attitude about serving change after the fall and into today?

In Romans, verse 6, Paul is talking about the gifts that have been given to believers to be used for
service and how they are different.  What gifts has God given you, to build up the body of believers
at Bethlehem?  

PRAY about where your service can be a spiritual offering to the Lord. 

Additional resources:  Sunday SERVE Team Survey, Spiritual Gifts Inventory

https://bethlehem.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/538/responses/new
https://gifts.churchgrowth.org/spiritual-gifts-survey/gifts-survey/


Rate yourself on your spiritual path toward faithful service.

 

Excel

Expand

Explore

Transfer this rating to the Discipleship Map that can be found on the Bethlehem website. At
the end of the six weeks, determine which of the six areas of your spiritual life are most
lacking and determine an area in which you want to grow.  You will create a Discipleship Plan
and meet with a journey partner or your small group to talk about your plan and encourage
each other as you grow in the fullness of life Jesus desires for your life.

Continue to pray about a journey partner or a small group that you can meet with at the
conclusion of this study.  

Is this an area in which you can develop more?  What would it look like if you were emersed in
God's Word on your own and with other?  How do you think this would change your life?

Serve Faithfully 
BY LOVING ON PEOPLE, BUILDING UP THE BODY

OF CHRIST, AND HELPING OTHERS TAKE THE
NEXT STEP IN THEIR SPIRITUAL JOURNEY.

https://bethlehemdenver.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Assessment-2.pdf
https://bethlehemdenver.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Discipleship-Plan.pdf

