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More Accountability/Decemberber2022
By Pastor David Langewisch
ur congregation has been on a journey to strengthen
how we accomplish our mission, a journey that will be
culminating in the implementation of something called “Policy
Governance.” This is a model of governance created by Dr.
John Carver that enables the congregation, through the Board,
to provide better strategic leadership. A key piece of Policy
Governance is the high level of detail in holding the ministry
accountable to clearly defined metrics (called “Ends”).
The Board is accountable to the congregation (what
Policy Governance calls the “owners”).What is important
to know about the owners is that they own the mission
of the ministry, first and foremost. Then, in faithfulness
to that mission, they “own” the ministry. The Board
functions in a position of trust, on behalf of the owners, to
determine which mission needs are met, who benefits, and
at what cost. These are called the Ends, which the Board
determines based on knowledge of, and interaction with,
the congregation.

Here is what makes Policy
Governance work. The Board
establishes policies that effect
the Ends through a single point
of accountability – the Senior
Pastor. There is no question who
is being held accountable, nor for
what he is being held accountable.
Regular monitoring reports hold
the Senior Pastor’s feet to the fire
for compliance with the policies. In exchange, there is a
degree of freedom for the Senior Pastor to determine
how the Ends are accomplished, within the bounds of
the policies. The Board’s sole focus is: “Are the Ends
achieved?”. However, it is not a free-for-all. Clear executive
limitations spell out the boundaries. And the regular,
detailed monitoring allows the Board to report back to
the owners (the congregation), in good conscience, that
the work that should be done is indeed getting done.

Journey to Bethlehem

Thanks from Showers Team

By Sarah Weishaar
Join us on Saturday, December 3 from 4:00 – 6:00
p.m. for Journey to Bethlehem. You, your family and
friends will have the opportunity to step into the town of
Bethlehem and discover hands-on ways of experiencing
the first Christmas. There will be lots of fun games,
crafts, activities and so much more. We cannot wait to
see you there!

By Laura Prinzi
Thank you, Bethlehem, for continuing to support the
Living Well shower trailer! We appreciate all of your
donations of t-shirts, underwear, socks, and hygiene items.We
have wrapped up the 2022 season and were able to provide
237 showers from May through September. More than “just
a shower”, many of the people who come on Thursdays
stay for dinner, worship, and fellowship. On average, we have
about 60 people joining us regularly at the Table.
Planning for next season continues throughout the
winter. If you’d like to donate, here’s what is really needed:
women’s t-shirts (all sizes), men’s t-shirts (small, medium,
large sizes), deodorant, travel-size toothpaste, and combs.
These items can be dropped off at the reception desk at
any time.
If you’re interested in volunteering with us, please
reach out to Kim Rickey at 303.489.2056.
Note: Please take any other clothing and non-perishable
food item donations to Mean Street Ministry at 1380 Ammons
Street or The Action Center at 8755 West 14th Avenue, both
right here in Lakewood.
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Mary Martha Update

LWML Update

By Jean Wendelin
Our October meeting began with some wonderful
refreshments provided by our hostesses. The devotions
and speaker for the month was Vicar Peterson who
spoke to us on his family, his travels, and how we can be
witnesses for Christ. He showed us some of the pictures
he took while in Israel and explained how the members of
the Mary Martha Society can all be “lights for Christ.” We
concluded with a business meeting, reminding everyone
that the October 30 Bake Sale proceeds would be used to
defray the cost of our Veterans Day Celebration and any
monies left over would be given to the Dillon Vakoff family.
At the November 8 meeting we will have a speaker from
the Family Tree and everyone is encouraged to contribute
to the Thanksgiving Gift Cards we will be giving to families
at Bethlehem Lutheran School. The December meeting will
be held on December 13 with our Christmas Brunch and
donations will be given to the Family Tree. We would like
to encourage any woman in the congregation to join our
group on the second Tuesday of each month at 9:00 a.m. in
the Commons.

By Ann Nord
The LWML is an official women’s auxiliary of the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod. For over 70 years, the LWML has
focused on affirming each woman’s relationship with Christ,
encouraging them to live out their Christian lives in active
mission ministries and to support global missions.
The mite box is based on the Biblical account of the
widow’s mite (Luke 21:1-4). It is intended for regular
contributions of “mites” to fund district and national mission
grants. Two current district grants are supporting outreach to
students through the University Lutheran Chapel in Boulder
and outreach at Colorado Mesa University.
Our craft fair will be back this year on Sunday morning,
November 13. There will be some items from past years, as
well as some new items. Proceeds will go to support The
Table ministry and the Bethlehem School Scholarship fund.
Please join us and support these two important ministries at
Bethlehem.

“We exist so that as many people as possible are becoming fully alive in Jesus.”

“We exist so that as many people as possible are becoming fully alive in Jesus.”

Military Veterans Reception

Good Nutrition =
Happy Children
By Sara Ipatenco
You’ve likely heard the old saying that “you are what
you eat,” and that is certainly true when it comes to
children. When we feed our children fruits, vegetables,
whole grains, low-fat dairy, and lean protein, they have
more energy, score higher on academic tests, have better
memories, and sleep better, but the foods your child eats
can also impact mental health. There isn’t one magical
food that will reduce the risk of mental health issues,
but instead a well-rounded diet filled with nutritionally
dense foods will benefit the parts of the brain involved
with mental health. For example, the antioxidants in
fruits and vegetables, the fiber in whole grains, and the
omega-3 fatty acids in fish, are essential for overall brain

health. In addition to what they eat, eating with their
family is an important way to protect childhood mental
health. Making and eating meals together is enjoyable for
everyone. Finally, avoid using food as a consequence or
reward. The end goal in teaching our children about good
nutrition is that the way they feel when they make healthy
choices – strong, energized, and happy – is the reward.

Patriotic Chapel

By Sara Ipatenco
On September 21, Bethlehem students participated
in a special patriotic chapel service. Each class was
responsible for leading the Pledge of Allegiance, saying
a prayer, reciting a Bible passage, or presenting an
American song. Through this memorable chapel service,
our students learned that being a patriot means finding
pride in our country and embracing the ideals we hold
dear. Just as our shared belief in Jesus Christ brings
us together, our mutual love of country also brings
us together and helps us build and maintain a strong,
safe, and pleasant place to live. Students who love their
country are typically hard-working, problem solvers
who carry on the traditions outlined by our founding
fathers. Our students also learned that being patriotic
is more than displaying the American flag, singing our
national anthem, and watching fireworks on the Fourth
of July. True patriotism is what enables American children
to grow into well-educated citizens who are active
participants in making and keeping America a great place
to live.

By Hazel Hartbarger
On November 6 the Mary Martha Society will sponsor
a special reception
between church
services (8:45 a.m. and
9:30 a.m.) to honor all
Bethlehem Veterans
and their spouses.
Once again, our
Bethlehem School and
Early Learning Center
students will create
special cards and artwork for our honored guests.
All Bethlehem members are invited to join our Veterans
in the Commons for refreshments. Please plan to attend
and offer your appreciation for their service.

A Gratitude Attitude
By David Langewisch
Allow me a moment to express my gratitude. I am
thankful for Bethlehem. I am thankful for the amazing
work the Holy Spirit is doing in the lives of people across
the landscape of our ministry. I am thankful for the grace
and mercy that God pours hope into me, into my family,
and into my “extended family”, those I call the Bethlehem
family. Bethlehem has watched me grow, struggle, succeed,
fail, lead, and stumble ever since I was a vicar in 1989-90.
Thank you for your patience, your love, your help, your
guidance, your willingness to follow, and your innumerable
moments of carrying the mission further than I had
planned or imagined. God is good and his mercies do
endure forever!
Let me share with you specifically, one way my
“gratitude attitude” will take on “flesh and bone.” On
November 20, we will have our annual pledge Sunday.
Lynn and I will be ready that day with a completed pledge
card for how we plan to give in 2023. Our pledge is taking
the gratitude in my heart, in our hearts, and expressing
in a tangible, financial way. I am so thankful to God, I
should give everything back to him. However, his call for
“firstfruits” is where Lynn and I are landing. I invite you
to join us in doing this. There is no requirement. I won’t
judge you if you don’t pledge. You can still give financially to
God without a piece of paper. But as you think about the
gratitude you have for the blessings in your life, I know this
would be a great way to express your thanks to God. And,
you would be blessing our ministry. Whatever you do, let
your gratitude attitude shine.

303.238.7676

Christmas Tea
By Bev Brown
Attention Ladies: The Annual Christmas Tea will take
place on December 2 at 6:00 p.m. Barry Gore will be our
special guest speaker. He is the Wish Fulfillment Manager
for Wish Of A Lifetime (www.WishOfALifetime.org).
Our theme this year will be “Right People, Right
Place, Right Time.”
Troy Miller will prepare our dinner. Peter Lorenzen
and Landon Mills will provide the music.
Cost for this special
event is $17 per person.
Deadline is November
17. Contact Ev Bentz at
evbentz@comcast net
or Bev Brown at beverly.
brown99@gmail.com
for more information.
Checks can be made out
to Bethlehem and left at
the reception desk, mailed to Ev Bentz at 7098 W. Jewell
Drive, Lakewood, CO 80227, or left in the church office
marked for Ev. We hope to see you there.

Lutheran Education Scholarships
By Dale Wagner
Do the names James Baumgartner, Doug Croucher,
Jeremy Jacoby, Kevin Krominga, Daniel Langewisch,
Eli Lietzau, Greg Michel or Jason Swan ring any bells?
These young men are now pastors, or soon will be, and
were assisted with their college and seminary costs via
scholarships from the Bethlehem Lutheran Scholarship
Fund (“Fund”).
The Fund has also assisted 40 young men and women
with their attendance at one of the Missouri Synod
Concordia colleges in pursuit of their church worker
degree, as well as assisting 76 young men and women
with their attendance at Lutheran High School or another
Christian high school. A total of 124 young men and
women have been generously assisted in their pursuit of
their Christian education over the last 34 years.
The Scholarship Fund has benefited from our
member’s past support and your continued support is
needed. If the Lord guides you to help and if you are
able, you can use the contribution envelope in your
contribution packet, or send contributions directly to
the church office. If you have questions, you may contact
Karen or Terry Donze at 303.420.7876, Karen or Walt
Eggers at 303.431.4490, Marty or Dale Wagner at
303.972.9431 or Sandy Wendelin at 303.238.7676.
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