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What makes Christianity different from all the other religions in the world? It is GRACE! As we celebrate the
Reformation this weekend, we are reminded how hard it is for people to grasp the concept of grace. So much in

life is "you get what you deserve". Could it be that getting right with God is 100% His gift to us? Absolutely!! I
hope to see you in worship!

 
 Romans 3:19-28
 19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every
mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For by works of the
law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.

 21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and
the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who
believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward
as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in
his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the
present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
 27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but
by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.

 
 
 
 
 



What makes Christianity different from all the other religions of the world?  

Luther had been bombarded with messages of having to earn God’s favor his whole
life, so it was hard for him to accept grace.  Why is it hard for you to accept God’s
grace in your life?

Meditate on chapter three of Romans.  Read it once to yourself, and then read it again
out loud with your group. This chapter shaped Luther’s understanding of grace. How
does it shape yours?

Someone has stepped into the path of God’s vengeance for your sin.  Someone has
taken your guilt, replaced it with righteousness, and has said, “Believe it and it is
yours.”  If you think you can make it on your own without grace, there is no hope, help,
or life for you. But listen to this.  “You are justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus.”  And how do you receive that?  (verse 22). 

Do you have stories of when you experienced God's grace in a profound way?

It took great conviction from scripture for Martin Luther to stand firm and oppose the
contemporary teaching and belief of the day.  On what belief from God's Word do you
stand firm though it is not popular in the world today?

Read verses 21 – 26 a third time.  This time not to seek to understand but rather with
a grateful heart as one who is a recipient of what God has done to impart grace
through his son, Jesus, in a way that is anything but cheap.  

PRAY - GIve thanks for the grace you know through faith in Jesus, for a church that is
grace-based, and that God's spirit would empower you to be grace-filled in your
interactions with those in your circle of influence. 


